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Step
Laying the Foundation for a 

Successful Search

1

Talking to Your Family

Talking to Your Family
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Tip
Ask leading questions—

questions that require 
more than a yes or no 

answer. 

• Interview them in a space 
and during a time that is
comfortable for them. 

• It may help to include other 
family members/friends of 
the person you are 
interviewing to create a 
comfortable environment 
that encourages story telling. 

Talking to Your Family

• A recording device can be a 
helpful way to record information 
in an unobtrusive way.  

• You don’t need high-end 
technology. Most smart phones 
offer pre-installed voice recording 
apps. They can also be 
downloaded from an app store. 

Talking to Your Family
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Tip
Use family reunions 

and family gatherings 
to your advantage!

Step
Choosing a Chart

2

• A multi-generational 
chart showing five 
generations.

• Each person on the 
chart receives a 
number. 

• The subject of the 
chart is number 1; the 
subject’s father is 2 
(top), the mother is 3 
(bottom).

Five Generation Chart
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Five Generation Chart

• Provides a snapshot 
of each nuclear 
family. 

• Records pertinent 
information about 
each family 
member. 

Family Group Sheet

Step
Documenting your 

Research

3
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Research Logs

Research Logs

Once you have:
• Talked to your family
• Filled out your Chart
• Set up a system of documenting your findings, and 

your research…

You are ready to begin your search!

Laying the Foundation for a 
Successful Search
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Where to Find 
Records

Genealogical 
Databases

www.ancestry.com
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www.FamilySearch.org

www.10MillionNames.org

www.AmericanAncestors.org
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Archival Holdings

County Holdings

Additional Holdings
• Local – County Clerk

– Civil, probate for certain 
years

• State – Texas Dept. of 
Health, General Land 
Office
– Vital Records

• Federal – Bureau of Land 
Management
– Federal land records

• Libraries/Archives

• Society/Organization

Local Resources

• Cemeteries

• Churches

• Funeral Homes

• Newspapers

• Biographies, etc.
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