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1870 United State Census

Sarah Thomasson born about 1825 and residing in 
Madison, Morgan County, Georgia

Questions for Case Study 4:

1. What can be learned about the parents of Sarah 
Thomasson? 

www.Google.com
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www.nmaahc.si.edu/explore/initiatives/freemens-bureau-records

Surnames

• Try all possible spellings of names in Freedmen’s 
Bureau records as the spellings can be quite broad 
in these records.

• Example: The surname is spelled “Thomasson” in 
1870 US Census. Try searching for “Thomason” 
“Thomassen” and “Thomesson”

www.nmaahc.si.edu/explore/freedmens-bureau
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www.nmaahc.si.edu/explore/freedmens-bureau

Freedmen’s Bureau Record

Freedmen’s Bureau Record
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Note on Freedmen's Bureau Records  

Even though Sarah Thomasson was residing in 
Madison, Georgia her petition was filed through the 
North Carolina Field Office as her mother Patsy was 
last seen in North Carolina

Answers to Case Study 4:

1. What can be learned about the parents of Sarah 
Thomasson? 

• Sarah Thomasson was the daughter of Patsy who 
was enslaved by the Ellis family of North Carolina 
and died prior to the end of the Civil War
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