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NEHGS Honors Mary Matalin and James Carville with Lifetime

Achievement Award in Boston
NEHGS Reveals that Mary Matalin Can Call President Barack Obama “Cousin,”While James Carville Shares

Family Tree with Jolie, Some Founders of New England, a Mayflower Passenger, Early Louisiana Settlers, a

Canadian Prime Minister: They’re All in the Matalin-Carville Family

April 24, 2015—Boston, Massachusetts—According to research conducted by New England Historic Genealogical Society
(NEHGS), Mary Matalin can now refer to President Barack Obama as “cousin,” while the James Carville family tree contains a link
to actress Angelina Jolie.

These and other ancestral surprises were revealed on Friday evening by NEHGS at its annual Family History Benefit Dinner—one
of Boston's premier social and charitable events. Matalin and Carville were honored with the organization’s highest award,
preservation of family history in America. Wellknown individually and as one of the nation’s most intriguing and powerful
married couples for their service on the American political scene, Matalin and Carville are one of the nation’s most politically
opposed, ideologically mismatched, and intensely opinionated couples. By tracing their family history and revealing some
whimsical and surprising ancestry behind the Matalin and Carville families, NEHGS regaled the couple with material for
contemplation, laughter, and tears for years to come.

Matalin is an 11th cousin once removed of Barack Obama, as revealed by NEHGS President and CEO D. Brenton Simons. But she
also shares a kinship with her former boss, the 41st President of the U.S. George W. Bush, as well as with former Vice President
Dick Cheney. Other Matalin ancestors include founders of New England, a passenger on the Mayflower, and a woman once
accused of witchcraft in colonial Massachusetts.

Carville learned from Simons that, in addition to being a 10t cousin of actress and humanitarian Angelina Jolie, he shares the
family tree with singer and songwriter Celine Dion—along with a relationship to the late Prime Minister of Canada Pierre Elliott
Trudeau. Carville descends from a long line of French and German settlers of Canada, the lllinois Territory, and Louisiana.

In his presentation of the Lifetime Achievement Award to the couple, President and CEO Simons recalled the tradition of NEHGS
to pay public tribute to important figures who represent some of the best contributions to our understanding of family in the
nation’s past, present, and future. “One hundred and seventy years after our founding, NEHGS continues its commitment to
document a significant part of our nation’s history through the celebration of remarkable individuals who have made an indelible
contribution to our understanding of family in America,” commented Simons. “Mary Matalin and James Carville embody that
example. Through the often entertaining dynamic that their very public relationship has brought to the nation’s eye—in the
White House, as well as in their own hometown—they have won the hearts of people everywhere who love to be reminded that
family unity is possible among even the most unlikely personalities.”

Following the award presentation, Matalin and Carville spoke to a large crowd gathered at the Taj Hotel in Boston on “Our
American Heritage,” noting their adventures as a couple making differences yield to success, interweaving love and family into a
fabric of unity and service.

The event was a benefit for the NEHGS capital campaign, Connecting Families, Advancing History. A comprehensive campaign
with a goal of $55 million, the campaign has raised more than $53 million to date. Honorary Event Chairs of the Family History
Benefit Dinner were NEHGS Trustees Judith Waite Freeman and Susan P. Sloan. The dinner’s Corporate Benefactors included
Wells Fargo & Company, Eaton Vance Investment Counsel, Eastern Bank, Wilmington Trust Company, and Pifia Napa Valley.

Past recipients of the NEHGS Lifetime Achievement Award have included Boston Mayor Thomas Menino (2009), Harvard
Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr. (2010), documentary filmmaker Ken Burns (2011), former Massachusetts Governor Michael

Dukakis and Kitty Dukakis (2012), CNN senior political correspondent David Gergen (2013), author and presidential historian
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Doris Kearns Goodwin (2014), actor of stage and screen Dame Angela Lansbury (2014), and HRH Princess Michael of Kent (2015).

About American Ancestors and New England Historic Genealogical Society

The founding genealogical society in America, New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) was established in 1845. Today
it has a national collecting scope and serves more than 75,000 constituents through an award-winning website,
AmericanAncestors.org.

NEHGS's resources, expertise, and service are unmatched in the field, and their leading staff of on-site and online genealogists
includes experts in early American, Irish, English, Scottish, Italian, Atlantic and French Canadian, African American, Native
American, Chinese, and Jewish research. The NEHGS library and archive, located at 99-101 Newbury Street in downtown Boston,
is home to more than 28 million items, including artifacts, documents, records, journals, letters, books, manuscripts, and other
items dating back hundreds of years.
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