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Building Your Genealogical Skills 

Class #1: The Basics 

Ann G. Lawthers, Genealogist 

Objectives: 

 

 

 

Rule #1 – Work from the known to the unknown 

Rule #2 – Write it down 

Methodology 

 

Step #1- Identify what you know  
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Step #2- Decide what you want to learn 

• 

• 
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Step #3- Identify and Locate Your Sources 
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• 
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o https://www.hathitrust.org/ 

o https://books.google.com/ 

o https://archive.org/index.php 

o https://openlibrary.org/ 

o https://books.familysearch.org 

o http://library.si.edu/digital-

library  

https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://books.google.com/
https://archive.org/index.php
https://openlibrary.org/
https://books.familysearch.org/
http://library.si.edu/digital-library
http://library.si.edu/digital-library
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• http://www.americanancestors.org/Education/Learning-

Resources/Read 

•  

• 

o Upcoming http://www.americanancestors.org/Education/Online-Classes/  

o Archived http://www.americanancestors.org/Education/Learning-

Resources/Watch  

 

Step #4- Research 
 

 

 

 

http://www.americanancestors.org/Education/Learning-Resources/Read
http://www.americanancestors.org/Education/Learning-Resources/Read
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
http://www.americanancestors.org/Education/Online-Classes/
http://www.americanancestors.org/Education/Learning-Resources/Watch
http://www.americanancestors.org/Education/Learning-Resources/Watch
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Step #5- Analyze 
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