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Examples of Town Records

 Vitals - birth, marriage * Ear marks

and death
e Qfficers

e Pew deeds

* Warnings .
¢ Meetings out DIGGING for

GENEALOGICAL
TREASURE

in New England 5=

e Treasurer’s records e Licenses

e Tax records

e Land Sales
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Value of Town Records

e Comprised of many different types of records
e Provide unique information
e Track movements and migrations

e Important source for female ancestors

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Value of Town Records (cont)

e Best source for impoverished ancestors

e Vital record substitutes

e Help distinguish individuals with same name
 Give context to your ancestors life

e Provide insight into community

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 7
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Challenges

Time consuming

Usually unindexed - ool sosf G 455 berso
.;«.1. v L‘\,f'- P "

Poor handwriting 4 s:wieoine vudrfifec 2

Different formats
Difficult to access

Recorded in random order
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Chaotic Record Keeping
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Who Was Considered a Town
Inhabitant?

e Land owners
e Individuals born in the town
e Apprentices trained in the town

* Newcomers allowed if:
— Good character
— Vouched for by existing town inhabitant OR
— Approved by Selectmen

— Deemed not become a burden to the town

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Privileges of Town Inhabitancy

e Land
e Common land for grazing
 Fishing and hunting privileges

 If became indigent, right to be
cared for by the town

Image from www.revolutionarywarjournal.com

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 11
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Freemen
e Applied for privilege

— Male, usually over 21

— Church member
(varied by Colony)

— Land ownership
(varied by Colony)

— Good character

Mural at Post Office, Ipswich, MA

* Participate in Town Meeting
e Vote on Town business

* Serve on juries

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 12
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Town Government

e Unit of government in New England and
other locales

» Elected town officers governed the town

e Freemen voted for elected officials at town meeting
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Religion and Town Government

e Earliest New England settlers brought English
governing tools with them

— Laws
— Record keeping
— Officers

— Freemen could vote on town matters

e Massachusetts Bay made church participation a
condition for Freeman status

e Connecticut Colony (but not New Haven Colony)
allowed all men to apply for Freeman status

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 15
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Typical Functions of NE Towns

* Assess and collect taxes

 Record land transactions

e Build and maintain roads

e Maintain law and order

e (Care for indigent members of the community

e Maintain schools

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 16
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The Town Meeting

e Notice posted to townspeople
e Led by a moderator

e Often required attendance

* Election of town officials

e General town business

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Town Officers

Key Officers

— Moderator

— Town Clerk

— Selectmen(Town Councilors — RI)
— Constable

— Treasurer

* Depending on the size of the town, some offices
seemed “semi-hereditary”

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Tip
Use the Town Officer Lists to

Place Your Ancestor in Place and
Time
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Page #9
The Town then Proceeded to Business
Ruben Garlick was chosen Moderator and
The following Persons were then Chosen to
The offices annexed to there Respective Names

Mr. Tho® Reynolds — Town Clark Qutifyed

Mrss'™

Richard Mott
John Chambers
Joshua Manning
Jacob Cook
Samuel Mott

Selectmen Qutifyed

Mr Benj™ Marvin Esq Town Treasurer Qutifyed

Mrss' Parr first Constable
Abel Parr Constables Qutifyed
Joseph Mott & Collectors

Mrss'™
Moses Parr
Joseph Weekes

John Ladue Listers Qutifyed
Ichabod Babcock

Alexander Griggs

Alburah, VT 1792

22
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Town Clerk

e Keeper of vital records

 Documented votes, resolutions, and orders
e Recorded the meeting proceedings

e Administered oaths and affidavits

e (Certified licenses

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Selectmen

* Generally elected to a one year term
e Managed the affairs of the town

e Performed many tasks
— Created slate of jurors
— Divided town lands

— Judge offenses against town laws and orders

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Constable

* Posted notice for town meetings

e “Policeman” of the town
— Conduct
— Illegal activity

e Acted as tax collector if specific position did not
exist

e Warned out strangers

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Treasurer

* Managed town’s finances

e Presided over reimbursements
— Military service
— Care of poor

— Services by townspeople (constructing and
repairing roads, building school house, etc.)

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Other Town Offices

* Fence Viewers

* Hog Reeves

e Listers and Collectors
* Surveyor of Highways
* Jurors

e School Superintendent

e Fire Wardens

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Fence Viewers

» Reviewed fences and property boundaries

Responsible for moderating boundary disputes

e Important position in establishment of new
communities

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 30
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Hogreeves

e Responsible for catching stray livestock
* Fined owners for straying animals

e Generally newly married or younger men

— Can he helpful for estimating age

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Listers, Collectors, and
Tythingmen

e Listers — wrote down list of inhabitants and
their taxable property

e Collectors — two types
— Collected taxes on male citizens and land

— Collected contributions to meetinghouse and
salary of minister

e Tythingman
— Kept order in church
— Maintained the observance of the Sabbath

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Surveyor of Highways

e Inspected town roads
e Hired townspeople to repair roads

e Determined when and where new roads would be
constructed

e Could alter landscape as they saw fit

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 33



209
th Voted that Twelve Pounds be raised for mendin:
:m great Bridge the year past. 8
10th Voted That Forty Pounds be raised to defray
Town charges the present year,
J1th Voted That that part of the money assest
last year to mend High ways and not committed, be
B e ST e e

th Vote a e Select men se b Pe

S for what it will fetch, E8F% Koune
13th Article dismissed.
fecorded Pr. Step n. Longfellow Town Clerk
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Falmouth Feb ry.20th 1753.
By the desire of the Selectmen of Falmouth
I, the Subscriber have measured and laid out Roads in
Falmouth aforesaid as follows = .
Begin at Henry McKennys westerly corner at Cape
Elizabeth thence R
¥orth 35 Degrees West 19 Rod on the top of the Sea
Wall to Hanscoma Point thence
North 59 Degrees East 9 Rod thence
North 32 De:rees West 3l Rod on the top of the sea
Wall to Capt, Wm.Wentworths Land thence
South 88 Dezrees West 72 Rod the ice

Falmouth Feb ry.20th 1753.
By the desire of the Selectmen of Falmouth
I, the Subscriber have measured and lald out Roads in
Falmouth aforesald as follows =
Begin at Henry McKennys westerly corner at C'ap'e
Elizabeth thence 3
North 35 Degrees West 19 Rod on the top of the Sea
Wall to Hanscoms Point thence
North 59 Degrees East 9 Rod thence
North 32 Dezrees West 3l Rod on the top of the sea
Wgll to Capt, Wm.Wentworths Land thence
South 88 Dezrees West 74 Rod theice
North 9 Degrees West 11 Rod thence
North 47 Degrees East 6 Rods thence -
North 9 Degrees East 12 Rod thence
North 21 Dezrees West 19 Rod thence
North 12 Dezrees East 30 Rod thence
North 31 Degrees West 16 Rod thence N3rth

=2

South BB Da

Zrees West 29 Rod then
Porth 57 Degrees West 30 Rod, which goes about 7 Fod
s:uth’ Northward of John Jordans Barn, then
& th Degrees West 9l Rod near the swamp to the
%ul‘:hwm of Richard Jordans Barn, thence
o h 63 Degrees West 50 Rod to a small red oak tree
jrending sbout 2 Rod to the Southward of James Jordans

nce
?:“r:g 83 Degrees lWest 28 Rod then
fo 41 Degrees West 16 Rod which leads into the
Tham" Road over the long causeway to Clement Jordans
one 198d to be Two Rod in width, and to be extended
Bod each way, from these courses.

Falmouth, Maine 1753 Road Survey

34
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Jurors

* A responsibility of male members of a town

e Grand jury - 12 male citizens to decide is
evidence was sufficient to try a case

 Petit jury — 12 male citizens who tried cases

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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A to Zax

o Be St Source Abcde frghiirik I mnopgrs touvewxy 7
e Definitions for obscure A TO ZAX

terms and positions

 Origins of terms

A Comprehensive
Dictionary
for
Genealogists
& Historians

Barbara Jean Evans

Abcdre fighr ik lmnopgrs tusvwxey - Z
© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Land Records

 First land dispersal from Colony to Town
— Found in “Proprietors” Records

— Proprietors were original settlers that petitioned
colonial legislature for new settlements

e Other land documents in Town Records
— Plats
— Deeds

— Resolution of boundary disputes

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Read the first pages!

» Always read the first pages of the earliest town
record books

e Hold important information about WHO settled
the town and WHEN town was founded

e New communities founded with neighbors
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Earliest Colonial Settlements
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Ear Marks

 (Cattle and sheep were grazed on common lands
e Important that each animal had identifying mark

e Marks recorded by town clerk

— Transfer of ear marks from person to person can
prove parentage or relationships
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Ear Marks
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Ear Marks
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Military Records

e Militia Rolls
e Payment for military service
e Patriotic service

* Can provide insight into service

— Company, Regiment, Battles

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Tax Records

e Recorded by the Assessor or Tax Collector
e Format differs in each town
e Can help determine age

e Serve as a vital record substitute

— Individual not recorded on tax roll could have died
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Tax Records

 Elizabeth Dudley of Exeter, New Hampshire
— Born circa 1697 in Exeter

— First married in 1725, Simon Gilman; he died 28
February 1749/50

— Second married Jonathan Gordon; he died in 1767

— Granted power of attorney to her son Samuel
Gilman in 1768

e When did she die?

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 61
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Possible Interpretations

* Elizabeth (Dudley) (Gilman) Gordon
1) Moved from Exeter
2) Ceased being head of household
3) Died between 1770 and 1771

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Treasurer’s Records

e Reimbursements to townspeople for services
e Payment to soldiers for service
* Best sources for the poor and women

e Apprenticeships

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Tools Towns Used to
Support the Poor

Relief in the home
— Supplies such as food or wood and sometimes cash

— Called “outdoor relief”

e Binding Out
— Indentures between town and a community member -
often for children, e.g. Pauper Apprenticeship

* Pauper Auction

— Public auction where the indigent were auctioned to
the lowest bidder

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 68
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Outdoor Relief

Separate Town Treasurer’s

Town Record Book
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Who Were the Parents of Luther
Starbird?

 First appears in Greene, Adroscoggin County,
Maine in 1850 census with wife Susannah and son
Elmer

e 1870 Census, Luther reports his place of birth as
Danville |

Greene

Danville

1845 Map of Maine by Sidney E. Morse and Samuel Breese. New York: Published by Harper & Brothers, 1845) viewed at David Rumsey Map Collection
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Warnings Out

 Practice in New England until early 19t century

e Non-residents of town examined upon arrival to
determine if likely to become a public charges

e Inhabitants of a town had the right to be supported by
the town if the inhabitant became unable to support
themselves

e Some towns made it a practice to warn out all
newcomers

e Warnings did not always mean that the person was
escorted to the edge of town.
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Background

Running the Town
Types of town

Finances

records Who’s Who e :
f ocating Records

P eflnl.ng Land Records Taxes £
inhabitants

Ear Marks Licenses Published
Freemen I o ;

Militar (@) t igiti
Town functions y Pc\)/ce):seers of the | Digitize

Warnings Out
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Finding Proprietors Records

e Town Halls: Town clerk, tax office or assessor
e County Registry of Deeds

e Libraries and local historical Societies

e Family Search microfilm or online

Published transcriptions of Proprietor records

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 80



Volunteer Help »
u]
q’E Family SWaiecRpsearch Stay-atHome 2022 Family Tree  Search  Memories  Indexing Sign In | Free Account

Records Family Tres Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

FamilySearch Catalog

Search the cataleg of genealogical materials (including books, online materials, microfilm,
microfiche, and publications) made available by FamilySearch online and in libraries and
centers worldwide.

Learn mare about the catalog and how to access materials.

Search by:
Place | Surnames | Titles | Author | Subjects | Keywords Other Catalogs to
Place Consider:

United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham OCLC WorldCat

WorldCat is the world's largest
network of library content and
services. WorldCat libraries are

Search for:

Call Number | Film/Fiche Number

Availability dedicated to providing access to their
® Any resources on the web, where most
Online

people start their search for
Family History Center information.

ArchiveGrid

ArchiveGrid is a collection of nearly

www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/search/
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Qc FamilySearch Family Tree  Search  Memories Indexing

Records Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wik

Sign In

Volunteer Help »

Free Account

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
Refine your search v & PRINT Catalog Print List (0)

Search by: Part of United States, Maine, Cumberland
Place

United States, Maine, Cumbet
United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Biography ( 1)

Surnames United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Cemeteries ( 1)

Titles United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Centennial celebrations, etc. ( 1)
Author United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Directories ( 3 )

Subjects United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Genealogy ( 2 )

Keywords United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - History ( 8 )

St United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Land and property (1)

United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Politics and government (1)
United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Public records ( 1)
United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - School yearbooks ([ 1)

Call Number
Film/Fiche Number

Availability United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Town records ( 3 )
® Any

) Online Miscellaneous record, vol. 1, 1839-1861

' Family History Center Author:  Gorham (Maine). Town Clerk

Proprietor's records, 1733-1807
Uiz HEEE Author:  Gorham (Maing). Proprietor's Clerk

Town and vital records, 1753-1881

Author:  Gorham (Maine). Town Clerk

United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Vital records ( 3 )

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Town and vital records, 1753-1881 —
Authors: Gorham (Maine). Town Clerk (Main Author)

Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Film
Language: English
Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the Genealogical

Society of Utah, 1956

Physical: 2 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

Notes
Microfilm of original records at City Clerk's Office, Goerham, Maine.

Includes indexes for some records. I

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations (3.

Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - Town records

United States, Maine, Cumberland, Gorham - vital records

Film/Digital Notes

; ; . Image Group
Note Location Collection/Shelf Film Format
NMumber (DGS)

Births and some deaths prior to 1886; marriages 1753-1803, 1837-1879; list Family History United States &

o . ) , , ) 10928 7595555 Q
of Baptists in Gorham; roads; proceedings of town meetings; elections. Library Canada 2nd Floor Film
Births prior to 1862 and arranged in families, school districts, roads, oaths of . . )
) ) . . . Family History United States &
officials, intentions of marriage 1858-1881, marriage records 1804-1837, 10930 7595557 Q

Library Canada 2nd Floor Film
deaths 1832-1834.
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Town Information

e Provides incorporation

date of town
e Parent Towns
e Daughter Towns

e Former names

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors
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Historical Records Survey

e Works Progress Administration

e Survey and index of historical records in local,
state, and county repositories

e Guides published for some communities

* Many unpublished guides

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Historical Records Survey

- 25 -

fown Clerk ~ Governmental

F 1. TOWN CLERK
A town clerk was elected for a term of one yes
annual town meeting held March 27, 1806.1 Since th
| hes been elected annually for a term of one year,?
ig an assistant town clerk appointed by the town cl
E a membor of tho board for sbatemont of taxes,? and
E member of the board of civil authority in 1882.5 F
f\ report for voters, soe entry 4-ix.
| Governmental
|
1. (CHARTER, CCPY OF), Juno 26, 1782. In vol
Miscollanoous) Records, entry 9-v.
Copy of chartor gramtod by Vormont o propriotors t
boundarios, conditions of grant, sotting off public
signer-Govornor, and secrotury's attost.

2. (CRIGINAL TOWN PLAT), Approx. 1800. 1 ple
Original plot of Albany, showing lot numbors as nur
with namo of original proprictor of cach lot writte
namos of boundary towns, public rights. Hand-dravr
13} x 133,

| 1 iTTn‘n Meeting and Miscellaneous) RECORD(s)
131 one unnumbered; 3=6), Title varies:
34, 1876+1907, 2 vols.; Town Records, 1832
Record of warnings and minutes of ennual and specic
1806--t warnings show place, date, and time meetin
articles to bo acted upon, date of warning, names ¢
| minutes show date, place, and time meeting held, of
I othor business transacted; date rocorded; and clerk

| For relatod warning records, sce entry 4-xii.

Also contains miscollancous recorded itoms, viz:
i. UMbstract of tho Individual Lists and Grand
entry 46,

ii. Adoption rocord, 1874, 1884, showing name
person adopted, namos end addresses c
neme of child aftor adoption, names c
adopting and witnossos, acknowledgmer
porsons adopting bofore justice of pc

ond clerk's attest; vols. 3, 4.

iid. EAgraaments). 1876, entry 19.

iv. (Births, Family Records of), 1804-5, entry

- (Tomn Meeting and Miscellansous) Record(s), vol
see entry 3.

. Tbid., vol. B, p. 68.
+ Laws of Vermont, 1860, No, 23.
. mEVermont, 1892, No. 52, sec. l.

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org

. Ibid., vol. 1}, vol, for 1833-66, vols. 3=5, passin.

3 éT Meeting and Miscellaneous) RECORD(s), 1804--. 6 vols.
15; one unnumbered; 3-8). Title varies: Town Records, 1804-
34, 1876~1907, 2 vols.; Town Records, 1833-77, 1907=33, 3 vols,

Record of warnings and minutes of annual and special town meetings,
1806-~1 warnings show place, date, and btime meeting to be held;

86 L0 bo acted Upon, dato warning, names 0@ signers-selectmen;
minutes show date, place, and time meeting held, officers elected and
other business btransacted; date rocorded: and clork's attest.

For relatod warning records, soe entry 4-xii.

Also contains miscollancous recorded itoms, viz:
i. Abstract of tho Individual Lists and Grand List, 1812-28,
entry 46.

Adoption rocord, 1874, 1884, showing name and addross of

ii,

person adopted, names and addreosses of persons adopting,
name of child after adoption, names of signers-persons
adopting and witnessos, aclknowledgmont of guardien and
porsons adopting before justice of peace, date recorded,
ond clerk's attest; vols, 3, 4.

Eﬁgraamants), 1876, entry 19,

iii,
i Births, Femily Records of), 1804-6, entry 22.

Albany in Orleans County, Vermont

86
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F Y PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CONNECTICUT, 103
TOWN OF DERBY, COUNTY OF NEW HAVEN.,
Kind of recordas. Volumes.| Years. | Missing. Indexed.
|
Town proceedings. -:::cozzazieciaisasicoraziiiiisas 4 4 | 1670-1906 | No........ No.
Land records. ....ccoovacacnains et s spoesstsaay 85 | 1670-1906 | No-....... Gen. index.
Yitalstatietice. . - v e s cisaiini i o 9 |e1812-1906 | No..---... Yes.
BaloCtMAn B s s aivn st on s n e do S wa s ainne s See s C O (PRSI R a
|
a P'rior to 1812 vital statisties were recorded in land and town records.
Land records, vols. 1 and 2, have been copied by Daughters of Revolution.
General index to vital statisties, 1812-1836; sinee then volume index,
TOWN OF DURHAM, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX.
— e |
Kind of records. l\folv.mes.I Years, Missing, Indexed,
4 | | |
—— —— = e | PR
TOWRPIoRedINg: - .o s S ssasn st urTsia | 4 1730-1906 | All prior [ No.
‘ to 1730.
L B T e e - 33 | 16896-1906 | Yes____... Yes.b
o) AR e T A ET R S = R P S i et (e 3 1847-1906 | Yes....... Yes.
SEletTIBIEL o oz o 55032 Sa et s A AR I 2R 8228222322018 200 | 0 Hssiccancesd Jiiianmiasean
BohonlBOmIabY: -2 tiat it et ot ik dnd B i RAe a5 S0 04 | 1| 1706-1B62 |:vovicannn.:
PRODTIACOTARL . & i rins s e s iy e gt e a0t S 2 Sos an g sec Ao Lt ag o 00
| .
¢ According to Fowler's history of Durham records existed baek to 1662, but no trace can be obtained

b Land records have index of grantees; vols. 1-16 partial record of grantors.

¢ Early book of land and proprietors’ records contains early vital statisties; some found in town
records,

d Vol. 1, land records, contains early proprietors’ records; earlier proprietors’ records are missing.
(Fowler.)

Miscellaneous records: Jolnt stock corporations, 1 volume; earmarks and dog register, 1; electors, 1;
attachments, 1; estrays, 1; accounts with families of volunteers, 1; account book of sheep masters of
Durham (town flock), 1.

[‘4 of them.

Connecticut Inventory - 1906
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BRUNSWICK.

The town of Brunswick, originally part of the Pejepscot proprie-
tors’ lands, was incorporated in 1738, The early records of the settle-
ment must be sought in the records and papers of the Pejepscot
proprietors, in the possession of the Maine Historical Society.

RECORDS OF TOWN MEETINGS,

These records are carefully preserved in a safe in the office of the
town clerk. With the exception of the first volume, which is dog-
eared and often barely legible by reason of the fading of the ink, the
records are in good condition. :

“Town book” I contains not only the minutes of town meetings from 1739
to 1812. but vital records and matter of a most varied character, such as deeds
of pews, marks of wmill logs, sheep and cattle marks, records of stray beasts,
notlces of people warned from town, records of bounds, of collectors’ land sales,
and of school district divisions,

Book II, minutes of town meetings, 1813-1529; vital records; miscellaneous
records.

Volume 4, minutes of town meetings, 1830-185

Volume 5, minutes of town meetings, 1857-187

Volume 6, minutes of town meetings, 1873-1850,

Volume 7, minutes of town meetings, 1S89-1004,

*Volume & minutes of town meetings, 1904 to date.

G,

2.

Maine Inventory - 1908

ARCHIVES OF MAINE. 311
VITAL RECORDS.

These records are contained in part in the foregoing volumes and
in part in the following, also in the office of the town clerk:

Records of births, denths, and marrlages (fragmentary records) are in Book
I down to 1813.

Marriages, 1808-1836, and marringe Intentlons, 1813-1838, as well as births
and deaths, are in Book IL

Yital records from 1837 to 1860 nre scattered through Book IIT and Rook 1V,
which contain also miscellaneous records.

Records of marriages and deuths from 1860 to 1892 are in Book V.

Records of marringes, of marriage intentions, of births, and of deaths, from
1802 to date, are kept in separate volumes,

FINANCIAL RECORDS.

The vault in the office of the selectmen contains the following:

Records of valuation, 1827 to date.

Tax books, 1818 to date.

Order accounts of the board of selectmen, 1807 to date.

School district nccounts, 1820-1885.

Book of records for town's poor, one volume (small), ISTT-1N55.
Pauper accounts, one voluwe (small), 1800- 1884 )

Town farm accounts, one volume (small). TNS4-IRSS,

Pauper notices, one volume (small), 1SES-18G

Pauper notices, one volume (small), 18GO-1S85N8,

Bonds of 1864, “To whom sold,” one volumle,

There arc also in this vault the following records:

Selectmen's records (minutes of meetings, ete,) four volumes, 1827 Lo date,
Book of warrants, one volume (small), 1832-1844

Warrants for school mectings, one volume (small), 182G-1860.

Register of oaths to town officers, one volume (small), 1831-18068,
Record of sheep mwarks, oue volume (suadl), 182 1554,
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Check the Town Hall

e Understand the
collections g o

WiCKk MAINE

BER

e (Call the Town Clerk
e Visit Town Hall

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 90
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Other Repositories

e State and Town Historical Societies
e State Archives

 NEHGS Library
— library.nehgs.org

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Summary

* If your ancestor is not in the Town Vital Records,
try other types of Town Records

e Town Records place your ancestor at a place and
time and give a glimpse of their status

e Town Records may be challenging to use, but the
rewards are great

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 92
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