Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

New England Vital
Records to Present Day

Melanie McComb
Genealogist
February 2022

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
2 American Ancestors,

Overview
* What are Vital Records?

* Vital Records by State
— Massachusetts
— Connecticut
— New Hampshire
— Maine
— Vermont

— Rhode Island

What Are Vital Records?

* Birth certificates/registers
* Marriage certificates/registers

* Death certificates/registers
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Birth Records

Birth date

Place of birth

Parents' names
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Massachusetts Vital Records, 1841-1910
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Marriage Records

Couple's
parents'
names

Couple's

birthplace L

Name of Date of Marriage
couple marriage location

Couple's Couple's
residence occupation
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Marriage Register Example
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MMO
Death Records
Location where
Date of death " Cause of death
person died
Residence of person Parents' names Occupation
Cemetery name Undertaker/funeral
- Informant
where interned home
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MMO  add example of death register and death certificate
Melanie McComb, 2022-01-20T15:56:20.743
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Massachusetts

Vital Records

Mass. has the most complete set in the nation

Kept by towns beginning in 1620s

Generally well-kept, but not always complete

VR's up to 1850 published for over 200 towns, the
majority in eastern Massachusetts

For other towns, use the Corbin Collection, Rollin
H. Cooke Collection, Holbrook microfiche, or
manuscripts (all available at NEHGS)
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Vital Records to 1850

* Systematic History Fund series = “Tan Books”
* Births, marriages, deaths arranged alphabetically

* May include VRs from
church, cemetery, Bible
or private records

*Most online at
AmericanAncestors.org

12
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VOLUME ONHE.
DEDHAM.

1635 A Register of the Births, Marriages and Deaths in this Towne,in which
the yem is aceounted to begin the first day of the ﬁrst me, called March.

Marv, Daughter of Jn°. & Hana Dwight, borne 25 of y¢ 5 m¢
1635 Jobn tha Son of John Balden & Joana his wife, was borne the 24 of

the.
1687 autb the Daugrhber of John & Annis Morse, was borne 3! of 4 me,
Mary, the Dang‘hher of Joseph & Millecent Kingsbury, was borne the 1 of 7 me,
1638 Daughter of John & Hana Dwight, was borne the 17% of y*4 me,
Elua.beth the Daugl!t-er of Joseph & Millicent Kingsbury. was borne the 14

me.
Elzabeth, th!e; Daughvsr of Francis & Amy Chickering, was borne the 26 of

Dau hter of Richard & Maﬁ Enuerard, was borne the 28 of the 7 mo.
Ellzuﬁeul, the D aughter of Thomas & Mary Alcock, was hm-ne tlle 14"' cvt ¥ 8 me,
Isaae, the Son of John & Prudence Frny, Was borne the 20t of

st!l Rachell,the Dmghter of John & Alice Roper, wasborne t.he mﬁ ufthe 1me.
Bs.mlmll the Son of R ird & Mary Euerard, was borne the 31 of Lha 1 me,

the Son of John & Joanna Gay, was borne the 10% of the 1 m
Josg h the Son of William Barstow &[An]his wife, was borne theﬂﬁ" ot the 4 me.
iah, the Son of Daniell & Lidia Morse, borne the 8 of the 6 me.

l(ary, the Daughter of Edward & Susan Richards, was borne the 2gi of yo 7 me
Abigall, the Dﬂugh:a: of Ferdmando & [Ann] ‘Adams, was borne the 1&“ of tha

o T m
John, the Son of Jalm & Annis Morse, was borne the 8 of the 4 me.

Dan\ell the Son of Henry & Elizabeth Swith, was borne the 13 of the 8 me.
John, the Son of James & Ann Allen, was borne the 44 of the 10 me.

Sarah, the DallgMar of Thomas & Marger[ett Aljeock, was borne the 28% of

]samubas, tlm bon ‘of Robt & Ann Hinsdell, was borne the 18 of the 0 me,

Benjamin, the Son of Ralph & Rebecka Wheelock, was borne the 8 of the l(nm" 1

Samuel, the Son of John & Rebecea Bachelor, was borne the 8% of the 11 me.

Abigall, the Danghber of John & Amﬁn Eaton, was borne the 6 of tha 11 me,

8 e Son of Thomas & Alice ht, was borne the 5 of the 12 me

he Son of Jos orse, was borna the w" of the 11 me,
on of Joh ALY, T 4

amuell

eph & Hannah
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Vital Records to 1850
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e oas East Cambeidge, now estinet; recoeds in possession of
DEDRICH, Froderick, Ape. 53, 1835, G2 Congregaional Liry, Boston

€12, church record, Second Bapeist Church, East Cam-

rds in possession of City of Cam-

descer
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£
Mary A, in England, Jon. 3 198 053
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Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org
* Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1620-1850 (FREE)
* Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1841-1910
* Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1911-1915
* Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1916-1920

15
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Corbin manuscript collection in New England Historic Genealogical [“rsstomecin |
Society

www.familysearch.org

16

Film/Digital Notes

17

18
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5 A
Sub-group 1. Hampshire Gounty
Series E. Basthampton, 1602-1934
a.-Clark genealogy, 1602-1934. Ms., typ., 1 vol., 103 pp.
b. Hotes on town history and families. s., 1 vol., 143 pp.
©. Records of the Pirat Congregational Church, 1745-1892: minutes,
births, marriages, etc: Typ., Hs., photo.; 1 wol., 346 pp.
d. Vital records, 1785-1844, compiled from varicus sources. Ms.,
~ cards, 960. . X
. Inscriptions from the Old East Street and Main Street cemeterfes,
1768-1932. Ms., cards, 1,598,

Easthampton, Hampshire County, Corbin
Manuscript Collection, FHL Film #7717464

19

M = ﬁo/ﬁww of Wﬁa:y} VE.AET_HQI"J:EQI‘}'
‘ ONS
+ Totly Wohits of  $wmitley e
2 ﬁ . Fek 2 IS0
maned  Feb. Il 1802 (oB-#12) ) 54, .

#mw#n?m TR.
k. Baw- 10 1502 (oB=*#17)

e

135

Marriage Records, Easthampton, Hampshire County,
Massachusetts, Corbin Manuscript Collection, FHL Film

#7717464
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Post-1920 Vital Records

* 1921-1925 vital records being digitized by
FamilySearch and mostly browsable (indexing is
ongoing). Originals are at the Massachusetts State
Archives.

* 1926 to Present - Records are at the State Registry
of Vital Statistics as well as the local town clerk's
office where the event occurred.

21
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Divorce Records

* Pre-1887 records are held at the Massachusetts
State Archives

* 1887-1921 records are at the Superior Court in the
county the divorce occurred

* 1922-Present records are held at Probate and
Family Court where divorce occurred

* 1952-Present Index at the Registry of Vital
Records and Statistics

* Can only provide the court that granted divorce
and the docket number

22

¥ Mass.gov

Get access to historic divorce records

Find out which types of historic divorce records are available through the
hiv .

e LT——

Judicial Archivist for the
What you need Supreme Judicial Court
Archives

¢ Phe

What you need

o 162816920

+ 1zaTs:

RELATED

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/get-access-to-historic-divorce-records

Connecticut

24
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Vital Record History
* Originally recorded at the town level
* 1897 - Statewide registration began

* 1915 - General compliance

25

Barbour Collection

» Compiled under the direction of Lucius Barnes
Barbour

* Includes vital records from 136 towns that
cover the period 1636-1870

* Statewide alphabetical slip index - available
FamilySearch.org

* Bound volumes by town - available
AmericanAncestors.org,
Ancestry.com ($), FamilySearch.org

26

Barbour Collection
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Not Every Town is in Barbour
Collection

* Bound volumes were not prepared for the towns
of Bolton, Coventry, Enfield, Mansfield, New
Haven, Norwich, and Vernon.

» Published compilations of vital records had
previously been prepared for these towns

28

Search Database

B Bolton and Vernon, CT: Vital Records, 1704-1852

Exact Search Soundex

First Name Last Name
Years Record Type
Al v
Location [ Exact Location Keywords
Volume Page

Reset Search By default all results are a best fit to your criteria

Www.americanancestors.org

29

BOLTON VITAL RECORDS. 25

Rebeckah Darte Daughter of Ebenezer Darte and Ruth his
wife was Borne november 24th AD: 1728

Ruth Darte Daughter of Ebenezer Darte and Ruth his wife
was Borne march 6th AD 1730/31

Gideion King Son of Jonathan King and mary his wiffe was
Borne Augt 24th AD 1729

Jeremiah Bishop Son of Jeremiah Bishop & martha his wife
was Borne march 24th AD 1731
¥ Dauid Taylor Son of Dauid Taylor and Martha his wife was
Borne march 18th AD 1730/31

Tchabod Marshel Son of John Marshel & Damaris his wilfe
was Dorne December the 5th AD: 1730

John King Son of Hezekiah King & Sarah his wife was Borne
September the 11th AD 1730

Abigaill Goodridge Daughter of Moses Goodridge and Han-
nah his wiffe was Borne ffeb 17th AD 1730/31

www.americanancestors.org

30
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Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

» Connecticut: Vital Records (The Barbour
Collection), 1630-1870

* Connecticut: Marriages and Deaths, 1790-1833

31

FamilySearch Databases

«Connecticut Births and Christenings (1649-1906)
«Connecticut Marriages (1630-1997)

«Connecticut Deaths and Burials (1772-1934)

32

Divorce Records
* Original Divorce Records at Conn. State Library

¢ New London, Tolland, and Windham Counties,
Indexed 1719-1910

» Hartford Counties Indexed 1740-1849
¢ Litchfield Counties Indexed 1752-1922

* New London County on FamilySearch 1719-1875

33
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Rhode Island

Pre-1850 Vital Records

* Statewide registration began in 1853

* Most towns have been recording vital records
since their incorporation of the town

¢ Pre-1850 vital records can be found in James N.
Arnold's 21-volume Vital Records of Rhode Island
1636-1850

35
Post-1850 Vital Records
e Local town clerk offices
* State Archives
* Births and marriages (1853-1920)
¢ Deaths (1853-1970)
36
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Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

¢ Rhode Island: Vital Records, 1636-1850

* Providence, RI: Alphabetical List of Births,
Marriages and Deaths, 1931-1940

37

Search Database EEER  sevedseorches

@ Rhode Island: Vital Records, 1636-1850

Browse This Database

First Name: Last Name _
Record Type ‘
Location O emcttocatn Keywords. 1
[ c
volume Page B

Family Membars (Fathe

Www.americanancestors.org

38

< Rhode Island: Vital Records, 1636-1850 <F o >

Volume  provide y Vs - < Page 137 1233

GLOCESTER—MARRIAGES. 7
e,
|9 170 GTONE A and Lol Bowea: . by Ztes Wit Bowen, Ock 1, 1780
AT % Oulel acd Abgail Bowen: ®. by Elder Wiliam Dowso, Jun. 97,
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. e idset . oy ok B e
wia 2=
130 SWAN Chstes of Stk dod Marila Nartngama, of Glicokert . by
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B S Gemen Sy e by s Themas G, Brows, b
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- 1%« Jwemish st Frowovs Wlghti . Iy Audrow Broma, Jasten,
Tty
1IN % James, 500 oy MR . by Andrew Druws, Justee, May
%6, 1547,
1 . ‘snd s Kimvar, Jam. 10
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T8 = Gk o Jowph Daor Asel &
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1184 “  LOW, and Am Brown, Jun, 3L, 1603
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g2
el

Volume and Page # for the
original town's records

www.americanancestors.org
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Divorce Records

e Pre-1900 court records are at the Judicial Records
Center Archives

* A research request form can be sent to the Judicial
Archivist

* Post-1900 records are held at the Clerk of Family
Court in Providence, Rhode Island

40

DIVORCE RECORD REQUEST FORM (1671-1900)

https://www.courts.ri.gov
41

Vermont

42

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
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Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

* Vermont: Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 1700-
2008

43

Search Database

& Vermont: Births, Marriages and Deaths, 1700-2008

Exact Search [ Soundex
First Name Last Name
Years Record Type

Location ' Exact Location

Volume Page

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

+ Add family members +

AmericanAncestors.org

44

Birth Index Card — Mary Jane Mabell

45
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Vermont Town Vital Records

* Brattleboro: 1752-1814 * Pomfret: 1778-1860

* Putney: 1740-1832

* Shelburne: 1743-1896
* Westfield: 1793-1859
* Fairfax: 1758-1874 * Weybridge: 1755-1910

o Hardwick: 1787-1878 ¢ Worcester: 1817-1858

* Bristol: 1771-1859
¢ Dover: 1776-1891

¢ Jamaica: 1794-1821

46

Microfilm at NEHGS

* Vital Records (through 1979)

* Divorce Index (1861-1989)

47

Divorce Records

* 1925-2003 index on Ancestry.com

* Post-1982 records available from Vital Records
Office in Burlington, Vermont

* Records from the last 5 years available from the
Department of Health

48
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Hancestry

Vermont, U.S., Divorce Index, 1925-2003
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49

Vermont, U.S., Divorce Index, 1925-2003
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New Hampshire

51

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
AmericanAncestors.org




Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org
* New Hampshire: Births, Deaths and Marriages,
1654-1969

» New Hampshire Gazette: Vital Records, 1756-
1800

52

Search Database

@ New Hampshire: Births, Deaths and Marriages, 1654-1969

Exact Search [ Soundex

First Name Last Name
Years Record Type
Al
Location [ Exact Location
Volume Page
Al
Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

+Add family members +

AmericanAncestors.org

53
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Death Record - Jacob Gale
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Enfield: 1761-1940

* Hampton to 1900

* Bow: 1760-1877 * Londonderry:
« Dover: 1649-1892 * Nottingham: 1737-1877
* Plaistow: 1726-1871
* Portsmouth: 1706-1841

New Hampshire Town Vital Records

1720-1910

55

New Hampshire
* Microfilm at NEHGS

— New Hampshire Town Records
— Pre-1900 Vital Records

* Not every town is included
— Brides Index
— Post-1900 Marriages and Deaths
— Divorces (to 1938)

» Alphabetized by first and third letter of surname

56

¥ ER. = Family Record

¥ M.R. = Marriage Record

Index and N.H. Town Records

o ST AL Daininl

lleid]
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New Hampshire VRs
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58

Date of Vital Records being recorded

59

Pre-1900 N.H. VR’s

* Alphabetized by the first
and third letter of the : o et vt et |
surname | cad i s vt }'

| Now Hampshire Vital

* Copied from a variety of | .23, 500
other records f

* Not every town is ;
included LS

60
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Post-1900 Marriages

61

62

VITAL RECORDS OF

AND

4000000

NEW HAMPSHIRE
1888-2001

CALABRESE.
“ohn F. of Limerick, ME m. Elizabeth-Cori Seaman of Limerick, L}
LUETrE

CALHOUN,

<ot Vemon of Effingham m. Syt Pead Hurd of Effingham
1011554, H - 310 Johns Catioun and Sarah Clart; W - dlo
Wilkam McKeen Sanbom and Etta May Wiggn

CALLAHAN,
Norman m. Barbars M. Gibbs 7/26/1634 in Effingham Fals

CALLOMY,

Roland Edward of E. Hiram. ME m. Joyee Irene Moody of Kezar
Flalis, ME 8720/1081; H - ¥0 Dedwin W. Callomy and Fioea A,
Townsond; W = /o Chaster E. Moody and Bertha M, Edwards

CAMPION,

Edwin John, Jr. of Effingham m. Oxana Skrytnikova of Effingham
101097

CARLTON,

Munsos m. Florence Louise Peabody 071938 in Freegsm

CASE.
Peter . of Effiagham m. Wendy Damon of Effiagham 81011985

CATHAN,

‘Williard of Effingham m. Nellie M. Piper of Wolteboro 77111904 in
Wolleboro; M~ 32, teamster, b. Cambriage: W - 17,
housekeoper, b. Effigham, o George Pigey (freman) and
Annie Clough (housekeeper)

Published Vital Records

63
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Divorce Records

* Records prior to 1938 are at the Bureau of Vital
Records

* Divorce index for pre-1938 records on
FamilySearch and at the Bureau of Vital Records

64

Index to divorces nnulments priot to 1938

i Number (DGS) Format

www.familysearch.org

65

508558

“ Record of Divorce

R

e 0. M
Wmu/u\&dduu? R.

ma:-:..}r; rﬂ;m
ey

M(M 14, /1_1_)
e Olroundarrrmment oo

W.@;m’ +
The State of New Hampshire
B oo, u Superior Cont

—

o cortify that the aboee recond is correct, ‘

Divorce Index of Lewis H. and Edith B. Bray, et 19,192, .
1921 by

66
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Vital Records

Kept by towns beginning in 1600s
» Only 5 towns have 17th century records: Biddeford,
Kittery, Kennebunkport, York and Wells

Many of these records are incomplete and sparse

By the 18th century, 200+ towns recorded vital
records

Church records should be reviewed to help fill in gaps

68

Statewide Maine
Vital Records since 1820

* 1820-1864 - After becoming a separate state in 1820,

the practice of collecting vital records fell off; most
towns did collect marriage intentions and
some births; few deaths recorded in town records

1864-1892 - Civil records were required, but not all
towns complied; approximately 80 towns returned
records for pre-1892 vital events

1892 - Maine State Board of Vital Records established
resulting in mandatory compliance of vital
records collections

69
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MaA1

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

MAINE TOWNS WITH VITAL RECORDS

bl to view free on the FamilySearch.org wel
gned in, bring up the drop-down menu
catalog” and enter the name of the town you are searching for. The following listing shows towns and
counties in Maine, many of which have been filmed and are now available on their website. Some were
filmed but are not yet available to view on their website while others were never filmed. Those not filmed
or unavailable online may be for records after 1896 or may have been lost due to firc or other damage to
the original records. In the column entitled “Records Availabl
fil lable online or not. Some records have been published and that information, when
known, b dicated in the appropriate columns. The published records may be available in man;
larger libras town's records have been published in their entirety, no information has been gi
regarding fi

have indicated the years which were

Marlene A. Groves 27 March 2018
Date

Ciy Low/City NRs Published | Published Records Avgilable

AND Tand Lo MRS 1E27- 1 X1 opline

AND Laubury LE38- 1896 opliy

AND TDaville (s Aubugy) 17311867 opling

AND TDurbon MGS 2015

AND 1755-1925 opling

MaineRoots.or

70

Fomily Tree Search Mamories Indaxing Activities

Maine Vital Records, 1670-1921
Description

Narme Index and Images o birth, marriage, and deat
are organizad by suman e, Tha collaction is Giviced ints thrae parts:
raturms for births, daaths, and marriages, 1670-1891.

he State Board of Health, Division
Racorss Prior ts 1892, 80 towns

Staustics and the state archives, Records|
1 Racords, 18921921 ?

How

o this Collec

Search Collection
Deceased Ancestor's Information

Soarch with a lifa avent;

ge | Residence | Desth | Any

Search with a ralationshi

Rastrict records by:

71

"OOFIED FRoK OLD RECORDS
RECORD OF A BIRTHL

A A
v SRR 23, 1792

P i s Lacewin,
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Pre-1892 Birth Records
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Post 1892 Maine Vital Records

* Births, Marriages and Deaths filmed together
* Microfilm is arranged by surname

* Then by year

* Birth alphabetical by given name of father

* Marriage alphabetical by given name of groom
* Deaths alphabetical by given name of death

* Back of form filmed upside down
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Same 1nd sddres of Physcias or sibe pames) repersing
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Post-1892 Birth Record B
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Delayed Birth Record
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RECORD OF A MARRIAGE-
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Post-1892 Death Record
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Maine Vital Record Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

* Pre-1850 records can be found in Massachusetts:
Vital Records, 1620-1850

* Maine: Deaths Index, 1960-1996
* Maine: Marriages Index, 1892-1966, 1977-1996

* Maine: Marriages and Intentions, 1849-1870
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& Maine: Marriages and Marriage Intentions, 1849-1870

Exact Search O Soundex Q seanch
First Name Last Name
aider
Years Record Type
Location

Page

Box Code Source Id

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

First and Middle Names Last Name

+ Add family members. +

AmericanAncestors.org
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T SMaing,
NS
COUNTY OF YORK.
8t is freeky €rrlifid, That on the fﬁ giis tday of
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 55 ¢'5, the intes

e YA /,;’mr//wy«» Zrecis ///,1.7/
Betd ofi Jle bl

were entered in the Office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Hollis, according to Law.

Given nnder my hand, ot said Hollis, this Sl 7 | dayof Preer—dos
in the year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred and fifty- S ecr

Il A
Hollis, ME Marriage Certificate
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Maine Town Vital Records

* Augusta: 1730-1892 ¢ Castine: 1804-1817
« Bath: 1805-1817  Clinton: 1720-1892
* Fairfield: 1770-1978
* Belfast: 1755-1892 * Farmington: 1784-1890
* Blue Hill: 1766-1809 * Gardiner: 1756-1892
« Bowdoin: 1688-1892 * Gray: 1778-1891
* Hallowell: 1728-1891
* Harrington: 1800-1899
¢ Brooksville: 1762-1890 ¢ Jefferson: 1748-1899

* Brooklin: 1790-1860
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Maine Town Vital Records

* Jonesboro: 1765-1891 + Unity: 1837-1868
* Lincoln: 1829-1892 * Waterville: 1785-1892
+ Londonderry: 1720-1910 * Wells: 1737-1841
* Pittston: 1740-1892 * West Gardiner: 1799-

1892
* Westport: 1828-1854
* Winslow: 1759-1892

* Randoph: 1747-1892
* Standish: 1786-1900
* Surry: 1766-1823

* Topsham: 1717-1892
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Microfilm at NEHGS

e Individual microfilm for certain towns

» Vital Records Prior to 1892
(including index - 80 towns)

e Vital Records (1892-1955)
e Index to Divorce Records (1892-1983)
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Statewide Maine Vital Records
1922-Present

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
(Maine CDC)

220 Capitol St

11 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333

(207) 287-3771

$15 certified copy/$10 non-certified copy
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Statewide Maine Vital Records
1922-Present Cont'd

* Vital Records are Private Under the Following Restrictions
» Birth records less than 75 years old
» Marriage records less than 50 years old
» Death records less than 25 years old

* Those Authorized to Access Restricted Records:
» Person Named on Record
> Person's Spouse or Registered Domestic Partner
» Parent(s) Named on Record
» Legal custodian, guardian, or authorized representative of person named
on record
» Descendants of person named on record
» Children, grandchildren, great grandchildren
> Genealogists who have a researcher card registered by the Maine CDC

85
Divorce Records
* Records prior to 1892 are at the Maine State
Archives
* 1892-present records held at Office of Vital
Records in Augusta, Maine
86

igitalmaine

Diverce Index

For Agency Contributors

Fastured Links

https://digitalmaine.com/divorce_index
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Maine Divorce Returns
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Review

1. Vital records have been recorded
since the towns have been
incorporated.

2. However, not all vital record are
recorded and there are gaps.

3. Reviewing the original town
records is always preferred over
transcripts as they may reveal
details or clarify mistakes.

LA L R

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/education
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