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Overview
• What are Vital Records?

• Vital Records by State
– Massachusetts
– Connecticut
– New Hampshire
– Maine
– Vermont
– Rhode Island
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What Are Vital Records?
• Birth certificates/registers

• Marriage certificates/registers

• Death certificates/registers
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Birth Records

Birth date

Place of birth

Parents' names
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Family Birth Records
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Massachusetts Vital Records, 1841-1910

Birth Register Example
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Marriage Records
Name of 
couple

Date of 
marriage

Marriage 
location

Couple's 
parents' 
names

Couple's 
residence

Couple's 
occupation

Couple's 
birthplace Officiant
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Massachusetts Vital Records, 1841-1910

Marriage Register Example
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Death Records

Date of death Location where 
person died Cause of death

Residence of person Parents' names Occupation

Cemetery name 
where interned Informant Undertaker/funeral 

home
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Massachusetts
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Vital Records
• Mass. has the most complete set in the nation

• Kept by towns beginning in 1620s

• Generally well-kept, but not always complete

• VR's up to 1850 published for over 200 towns, the 
majority in eastern Massachusetts

• For other towns, use the Corbin Collection, Rollin 
H. Cooke Collection, Holbrook microfiche, or 
manuscripts (all available at NEHGS)
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Vital Records to 1850
• Systematic History Fund series = “Tan Books”

• Births, marriages, deaths arranged alphabetically

• May include VRs from 
church, cemetery, Bible 
or private records

• Most online at 
AmericanAncestors.org
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Vital Records to 1850
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Databases on 
AmericanAncestors.org

• Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1620-1850 (FREE)

• Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1841-1910

• Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1911-1915

• Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1916-1920
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www.familysearch.org
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www.familysearch.org
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www.familysearch.org
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Easthampton, Hampshire County, Corbin 
Manuscript Collection, FHL Film #7717464
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Marriage Records, Easthampton, Hampshire County, 
Massachusetts, Corbin Manuscript Collection, FHL Film 
#7717464
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Post-1920 Vital Records
• 1921-1925 vital records being digitized by 

FamilySearch and mostly browsable (indexing is 
ongoing). Originals are at the Massachusetts State 
Archives.

• 1926 to Present - Records are at the State Registry 
of Vital Statistics as well as the local town clerk's 
office where the event occurred.
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Divorce Records
• Pre-1887 records are held at the Massachusetts 

State Archives

• 1887-1921 records are at the Superior Court in the 
county the divorce occurred

• 1922-Present records are held at Probate and 
Family Court where divorce occurred

• 1952-Present Index at the Registry of Vital 
Records and Statistics
• Can only provide the court that granted divorce 

and the docket number
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https://www.mass.gov/how-to/get-access-to-historic-divorce-records

Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org



Connecticut
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Vital Record History
• Originally recorded at the town level

• 1897 – Statewide registration began

• 1915 – General compliance

Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org



Barbour Collection
• Compiled under the direction of Lucius Barnes 

Barbour

• Includes vital records from 136 towns that 
cover the period 1636-1870

• Statewide alphabetical slip index – available 
FamilySearch.org

• Bound volumes by town – available 
AmericanAncestors.org, 
Ancestry.com ($), FamilySearch.org
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Town Page (AA)Slip Index (FS)

Barbour Collection
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Not Every Town is in Barbour 
Collection

• Bound volumes were not prepared for the towns 
of Bolton, Coventry, Enfield, Mansfield, New 
Haven, Norwich, and Vernon.
Published compilations of vital records had 

previously been prepared for these towns
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www.americanancestors.org
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www.americanancestors.org
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Databases on 
AmericanAncestors.org

• Connecticut: Vital Records (The Barbour 
Collection), 1630-1870

• Connecticut: Marriages and Deaths, 1790-1833
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FamilySearch Databases
•Connecticut Births and Christenings (1649-1906)

•Connecticut Marriages (1630-1997)

•Connecticut Deaths and Burials (1772-1934)
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Divorce Records
• Original Divorce Records at Conn. State Library

• New London, Tolland, and Windham Counties, 
Indexed 1719-1910

• Hartford Counties Indexed 1740-1849

• Litchfield Counties Indexed 1752-1922

• New London County on FamilySearch 1719-1875
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Rhode Island
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Pre-1850 Vital Records
• Statewide registration began in 1853

• Most towns have been recording vital records 
since their incorporation of the town

• Pre-1850 vital records can be found in James N. 
Arnold's 21-volume Vital Records of Rhode Island 
1636-1850
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Post-1850 Vital Records
• Local town clerk offices

• State Archives
• Births and marriages (1853-1920)
• Deaths (1853-1970)
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Databases on 
AmericanAncestors.org

• Rhode Island: Vital Records, 1636-1850

• Providence, RI: Alphabetical List of Births, 
Marriages and Deaths, 1931-1940
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www.americanancestors.org
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www.americanancestors.org

Volume and Page # for the 
original town's records
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Divorce Records
• Pre-1900 court records are at the Judicial Records 

Center Archives

• A research request form can be sent to the Judicial 
Archivist

• Post-1900 records are held at the Clerk of Family 
Court in Providence, Rhode Island
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https://www.courts.ri.gov
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Vermont
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Databases on 
AmericanAncestors.org

• Vermont: Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 1700-
2008
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Birth Index Card – Mary Jane Mabell
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Vermont Town Vital Records
• Brattleboro: 1752-1814

• Bristol: 1771-1859

• Dover: 1776-1891

• Fairfax: 1758-1874

• Hardwick: 1787-1878

• Jamaica: 1794-1821

• Pomfret: 1778-1860
• Putney: 1740-1832
• Shelburne: 1743-1896
• Westfield: 1793-1859
• Weybridge: 1755-1910
• Worcester: 1817-1858
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Microfilm at NEHGS
• Vital Records (through 1979)

• Divorce Index (1861-1989)
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Divorce Records
• 1925-2003 index on Ancestry.com

• Post-1982 records available from Vital Records 
Office in Burlington, Vermont

• Records from the last 5 years available from the 
Department of Health
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www.ancestry.com

Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org



www.ancestry.com
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New Hampshire

Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org



Databases on 
AmericanAncestors.org

• New Hampshire: Births, Deaths and Marriages, 
1654-1969

• New Hampshire Gazette: Vital Records, 1756-
1800
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AmericanAncestors.org

Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org



Death Record – Jacob Gale
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New Hampshire Town Vital Records
• Bow: 1760-1877

• Dover: 1649-1892

• Enfield: 1761-1940

• Hampton to 1900

• Londonderry: 1720-1910
• Nottingham: 1737-1877
• Plaistow: 1726-1871
• Portsmouth: 1706-1841
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New Hampshire
• Microfilm at NEHGS

– New Hampshire Town Records
– Pre-1900 Vital Records

• Alphabetized by first and third letter of surname
• Not every town is included

– Brides Index
– Post-1900 Marriages and Deaths
– Divorces (to 1938)
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Index and N.H. Town Records

 F.R. = Family Record

 M.R. = Marriage Record
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New Hampshire VRs
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Date of Vital Records being recorded
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Pre-1900 N.H. VR's
• Alphabetized by the first 

and third letter of the 
surname

• Copied from a variety of 
other records

• Not every town is 
included
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Post-1900 Marriages
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Post-1900 Deaths
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Published Vital Records 
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Divorce Records
• Records prior to 1938 are at the Bureau of Vital 

Records

• Divorce index for pre-1938 records on 
FamilySearch and at the Bureau of Vital Records
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www.familysearch.org
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Divorce Index of Lewis H. and Edith B. Bray, 
1921
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Maine
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Vital Records
• Kept by towns beginning in 1600s
Only 5 towns have 17th century records: Biddeford, 

Kittery, Kennebunkport, York and Wells

• Many of these records are incomplete and sparse

• By the 18th century, 200+ towns recorded vital 
records

• Church records should be reviewed to help fill in gaps
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Statewide Maine 
Vital Records since 1820

• 1820-1864 – After becoming a separate state in 1820, 
the practice of collecting vital records fell off; most 
towns did collect marriage intentions and 
some births; few deaths recorded in town records

• 1864-1892 – Civil records were required, but not all 
towns complied; approximately 80 towns returned 
records for pre-1892 vital events

• 1892 - Maine State Board of Vital Records established 
resulting in mandatory compliance of vital 
records collections
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MaineRoots.org
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FamilySearch

Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org



Pre-1892 Birth Records
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Post 1892 Maine Vital Records
• Births, Marriages and Deaths filmed together

• Microfilm is arranged by surname

• Then by year

• Birth alphabetical by given name of father

• Marriage alphabetical by given name of groom

• Deaths alphabetical by given name of death

• Back of form filmed upside down
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Post-1892 Birth Record
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Delayed Birth Record
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Post-1892 Marriage Record
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Post-1892 Death Record
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Maine Vital Record Databases on 
AmericanAncestors.org

• Pre-1850 records can be found in Massachusetts: 
Vital Records, 1620-1850

• Maine: Deaths Index, 1960-1996

• Maine: Marriages Index, 1892-1966, 1977-1996

• Maine: Marriages and Intentions, 1849-1870
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Hollis, ME Marriage Certificate 
(1856)
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Maine Town Vital Records
• Augusta: 1730-1892

• Bath: 1805-1817

• Belfast: 1755-1892

• Blue Hill: 1766-1809

• Bowdoin: 1688-1892

• Brooklin: 1790-1860

• Brooksville: 1762-1890

• Castine: 1804-1817
• Clinton: 1720-1892
• Fairfield: 1770-1978
• Farmington: 1784-1890
• Gardiner: 1756-1892
• Gray: 1778-1891
• Hallowell: 1728-1891
• Harrington: 1800-1899
• Jefferson: 1748-1899
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Maine Town Vital Records
• Jonesboro: 1765-1891

• Lincoln: 1829-1892

• Londonderry: 1720-1910

• Pittston: 1740-1892

• Randoph: 1747-1892

• Standish: 1786-1900

• Surry: 1766-1823

• Topsham: 1717-1892

• Unity: 1837-1868
• Waterville: 1785-1892
• Wells: 1737-1841
• West Gardiner: 1799-

1892
• Westport: 1828-1854
• Winslow: 1759-1892
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Microfilm at NEHGS
• Individual microfilm for certain towns

• Vital Records Prior to 1892 
(including index – 80 towns)

• Vital Records (1892-1955)

• Index to Divorce Records (1892-1983)
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Statewide Maine Vital Records 
1922-Present

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(Maine CDC)

220 Capitol St
11 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333
(207) 287-3771

$15 certified copy/$10 non-certified copy
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Statewide Maine Vital Records 
1922-Present Cont'd

• Vital Records are Private Under the Following Restrictions
 Birth records less than 75 years old
 Marriage records less than 50 years old
 Death records less than 25 years old

• Those Authorized to Access Restricted Records:
 Person Named on Record
 Person's Spouse or Registered Domestic Partner
 Parent(s) Named on Record
 Legal custodian, guardian, or authorized representative of person named 

on record
 Descendants of person named on record

 Children, grandchildren, great grandchildren
 Genealogists who have a researcher card registered by the Maine CDC
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Divorce Records
• Records prior to 1892 are at the Maine State 

Archives

• 1892-present records held at Office of Vital 
Records in Augusta, Maine

Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org



https://digitalmaine.com/divorce_index
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Maine Divorce Returns
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Review

1. Vital records have been recorded 
since the towns have been 
incorporated. 

2. However, not all vital record are 
recorded and there are gaps.

3. Reviewing the original town 
records is always preferred over 
transcripts as they may reveal 
details or clarify mistakes.
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Events
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Copyright © 2022
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