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Step #1
Determine
It he fought
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Too Young or Too Old ?

 Ages not listed, no town given
 Age range of typical soldier, 18-35
* Average birth year 1735-1760
 Extremes early 1700s & late 1760s
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Family Relics in the Attic
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Oral Family Traditions

e 1775 to 2022
e Lost in translation
e Preserving stories

e Confirming stories with
primary sources

e Hero or Deserter?

e Proving or disproving
Grandma

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 6
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Cemetery
Clues and Pitfalls

e |s there a gravestone for your vet?
e Cemetery and burial records

e Transcribed gravestones

e Where is his spouse buried?

e |s there a flag marker?

- S.A.R. marker on the right grave?

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Forgotten Images

e Do you have an image of your soldier?

 Did your veteran live into the 1830s?




Step #2
Research
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Useful Resources

Muster rolls

Quartermaster
rolls

Published
genealogies

Correspondence

from officers

Town histories

Pension files

Journals and
diaries

1840 Census
Maps

TIP: Adopt the
regiment!

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Going from

Published Accounts to
Muster Rolls
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Mass. Soldiers & Sailors

The following is his Revolutionary War sketch from Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the
Revolutionary War (12:559).

Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s
(2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6
days; also, Captain; return of militia officers who joined Col. Jedediah
Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775, ordered in Council
Feb. 3, 1776, that said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers
of companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the
army; commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co.
[year not given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, signed
by men belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks service, appears
on reverse of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel Spafford's (7th Essex
Co.) regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers to be commissioned in said
regiment; ordered in Council June 26, 1777, that said officers be
commissioned; reported commissioned June 26, 1777.

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 12
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Looking for the Sources

Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col.
Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm
of April 19, 1775; service, 6 days; also, Captain; return of militia
officers who joined Col. Jedediah Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury
Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council Feb. 3, 1776, that said
officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers of companies
under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army;
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co.
[year not given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777,
signed by men belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks
service, appears on reverse of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col.
Daniel Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers
to be commissioned in said regiment; ordered in Council June 26,
1777, that said officers be commissioned; reported commissioned
June 26, 1777.

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 13
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Muster Roll Index Microfilm

Massachusetts Muster Rolls
(index file cards) of the
Revolutionary War, 1767-1833
259 Microfilms

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 14
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Records Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

41 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Muster rolls (index file cards) of the Revolutionary War,
1767-1833 [Massachusetts]

Authors: Massachusetts. Secretary of State (Main
Author)
Massachusetts. State Archives (Repository)

Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Film
Language: English

Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1995-1996

Physical: 259 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

References: (Digital Collection) Massachusetts,
Revolutionary War, index cards to muster
rolls, 1775-1783

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 15
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Capt. Jonathan Poor
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Capt. Jonathan Poor

Im:-:inglun Alarms; Yol. ;’r 3 y pPage )7‘5' é -L

Volume: 13 - Page: 43
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41 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS & PRINT

Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808) of the
Revolutionary War [Massachusetts and Rhode Island]

Authors: Massachusetts. Secretary of State (Main
Author)

Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Film
Language: English

Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1993

Physical: 44 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

Notes
Microreproduction of documents at Massachusetts State Archives, Boston, Massachusetts.

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations Y

Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Massachusetts - Military records - Revolution, 1775-1783

United States, Rhode Island - Military records - Revolution, 1775-1783

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 18



Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org




Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

Capt. Jonathan Poor
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Capt. Jonathan Poor
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Citing the Primary Source

Jonathan Poor “Newbury. Captain of a
company of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s
(2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on
the alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6
days”[1]



Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

Citing the Primary Source

1. Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808) of
the Revolutionary War - Lexington Alarm rolls 1775,
13:43. [FHL US/CAN Film
# 1906243] Online:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
CSJ7-HIMC?i=416&cat=729681 (May 3, 2019)
Repository: Massachusetts State Archives.

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 23
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Going beyond Abstracts
and

Dissecting Pension Files

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Genealogical Abstracts
Of Revolutionary War
Pension Files

Virgil White Pension Abstracts
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e i R -

Joshua, CT Line & Green Min Boys, S41326, BLW #2354-200-31 May 1790
appl 30 Mar 1818 at Addison in Addison Co VT, in 1820 sol was aged
living with him; Mary 34, Amy 27, Huldah 19 & Nancy aged 16 also a
1821 at Bridport VT g S

Joshua, Cont & MA Lines, Electy, W8308, sol m Electy Sartwell 30 -;
Sullivan Co NH, sol appl 23 Jul 1832 in Allegany Co NY a res of P
MA, sol d 8 Dec 1849 & his wid appl 7 May 1850 at Pike which
age of 73 yrs, sol had orig appl 13 Jul 1818 in Allegany C
Joshua, MA Line, S37549, he appl 13 Apr 1818 at Buxton in
children at home; Huldah 28 who took care of the family,
from Canada & grandchildren with him were; Abigail Beecher

3815

Abstracts of Rev. War Pension Files

(Cgléf}inu;:s)huaSamMufl&Beecher aged 5, a daughter Mary was married in 1820 but her husband wasn't named
NHIthT ’ i ’ NH Lines, Betty or Betsey, W15863, sol was b in 1754 in Westbury MA & he lived
ere UNULL age ofuldhen: movedsto '@rarich MA where he lived when he enl & about 1782 he moved to
Henniker in Merrimack Co NH where he lived when he appl 29 Aug 1832, sol m Betty or Betsey Wood 17

Jun 1778 at Harvard in Worcester Co MA & she was b 19 Apr 1755, he appl 29 Aug 1832 at Henniker NH &

he d there 2 Febh slBS5 ¥ hite Wil nrod Slifins et 4407 « - Akl v wards-Samnll b 17 Jun 1779 & 4 6 Jul

Joshua Whitney Abstract 5
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Revolutionary War Pensions (

Search within:
Revoluti . » Massachusetts
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Navy Casualty Reports, 1776-1941 Free .| N T

Massachusetts Waddams
Numbered Record Books Free o]

New Hampshire Wadden
Pennsylvania Archives Free P

New Jersey Wade
Revolutionary War Manuscript File Free — Q

MNew York Wadham
Revoluticnary War Milestone Documents Free R

North Carolina Wadleigh
Revolutionary War Pensions Free S

4 —| Ohio Wadlia
Revolutionary War Prize Cases - Captured
Free T

Vessels F ;

Pennsylvania 3 — Wadline
Revolutionary War Rolls Free u

Rhode Island Wadsworth
Revolutionary War Service and Imprisonment

Free v

Cards E i

South Carclina Wagg
Revolutionary War Service Records Free w 1

Vermont Waight

www.fold3.com
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Browse the collections

VETERAN SURNAME (2:1) VETERAN NAME (54 PAGE (23)
Whitney Joshua Whitney = IE""_
b e i = |
= = 5
Whiton Joshua Whitney re=d
Whittemore Joshua Whitney Page 1 Page 2 Page 3 Page 4 Page 5
Whitten Lemuel Whitney | = - .
= _—
Whittier Leonard Whitney fﬁ _f-{_ if =
Whitting [J Micah whitney Page7 Page8 Page9 Page 10
Whittlesey Moses Whitney 1 -
—— . =
g
- T
Whitty Mathan Whitney
Whitwell Oliver Whitney Page 12 Fage Faga Le Page 15

—_— = ] == ==

www.fold3.com




SERVICE
NUMBER

Moo - Whitieny, Sothua £ 37845

—
CONTENTS

Joshua Whitney Pension File
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TIITED STATES OF AMBRIOA.
DISTBRIOT OF MALITE, s».

At a Disthict Court of the United States begun and holden at
(Vv ilOAohe  within and for the District of Maine, on the
WAL Tuesday, being the S AtUA — dayof WS
and by adjournment from day to day, on the RACGA —
day of VM = in the year of our one thowsand
eight d and twenty, before the Honorable ALBION K. PARRIS,

Judge of said Court.
ONwis Ao  dayof YUML ~—— inthe yeur shove written, personally
Whopm(?ourl.ﬂ:emh“iu;“ power of jmprisonment,” and being &
Cour o Record fo said Maine Disrct, O3 YWAOC BT L — el
RO, s yours, residist i ODUSUIEVY, — * Insaid Diskiet,
who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath declare that he served in the Revo-
Jutionary War as follows, viz. as a \‘W(U X3l in the company commanded by Capt.
Py LS\ in the Regiment commanded by Colonel ok —
in the line of the State of QULG V30LEALS A5 on the Continental Establishment, as is
more particularly mentioned and deseribed in bis oiginaldeclaration, made on the 188
dayof OApr Uk — AD.aa © , and onwhich said deelaration his Certificate of Pen-
sion, numbered /8, QZ/) —_ wasgranted. And I do solemnly swear that T was a resident
citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 ; and that I have not since that time
by gift, sale, or in any manner disposed of my property, or any part thereof, with iutent thereby
<0 to diminish it as to bring mysell within the provisions of an Act of Congress, entitled “ An Act
umhmnmw‘hhmmmﬂmmor the United States, in the
Revolutionary War,” passed on the 18th day of March, 1818+ and that [ have not, nor has any
person in trust for me, any prqnnyurmnﬂth.cnmmordebudumm; nor have I any
income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto annexcd, and by me subscribed ; that
my occupation and ability o pnnmlbm,w'iﬂlﬂnuﬁbﬂmduhﬂpuﬂ:uhn of my
family, are in fact and in truth as is particul ibed o the back hereof, also subseribed by me.

| ( mﬁnﬂ\u\m&
Sy o e, ey S

s CAVIUOR DN 000Uy iz

Joshua Whitney Pension File
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SCHEDULE of the real and personal estate, , (neeessary clulius apd Wsu«pwd}hdum

ta me the subseriber, vie:
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URITED STATES OF AMBRICA.

DIFTBICT OF MATITE, ss.

Sheccal

At a, Distriet Court of the United States begun and holden ut
S)) ANV within and for the District of Muine, on the

SAA !,'_:;aday, being the elons mH day of \OM\ Ut
Wmmﬂ-ﬁo-w
dmy—af- in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and twenl;:ﬁv:ﬂare the Honorable ALBION K. PARRIS,
Judge of said Court.
ON this <Xonscnn day of Yo vrun o in the year above written, personally
appeared in open Court, the same having  the power of ﬁnu and imprisonment,” and being a
Court of Record for said Maine Distriet, .\\‘-\.‘ AL s B ulve =Y aged
S0 Wy < years, resident in > uslow in said District,
who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath declare that he served in the Revo-
lutionary War as follows, viz, as a \\/\' wroke in the company commanded by Capt.
Praricin - in the Regiment commanded by Colonel % v 1o
in the line of the State of |\ % M 3 on the Continentat Establishment, as is

b

more particularly ioned and described in his original declaration, made on the 10ie Ly
day of « Aot A D181 | and on which said declaration his Certificate of Pen-
sion, numbered | 5. 2 3{ Y~ was granted.  And I do solemnly swear that [ was a resident
citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 ; and that I have not since that time
by gift, sale, or in any manner disposed of my property, or any part thereof, with intent theyel s
50 to diminish it as to bring myself within the provisions of an Act of Congress, entitled * An Act
to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United States, in the
Revolutionary War,” passed on the 18th day of March, 1818 : and that I have not, nor has any
person in trust for me, any property or securities, eontracts, or debts due to me 5 nor have I any
income other than what is ined in the schedule hereto d, and by me subscribed ; that
my oceupation and ability 1o pursue the same, together with the number and other particulars of my
family, are in fact and in truth as is particularly dgseribed on the hack hereof, also subscribed by me.

\ Vo e
= SO0 TU WA Ly
&

Siworn to and declared, on the | Voo E
day of \ v AL D, 1828,

¢ | 3 1 ¢ S UL S, Distriet Judge for the
Berone \ SIS ™ Distrier of Mates.

Joshua Whitney Pension File
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SCHEDULE of the real and personal estate, (necessary clothing and bedding excepted) belonging
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THITED SPATES OF AMBRIOA.
DISTBRICT OF MAIINE) ss.

JluMCwﬂd’ﬂtUMMhpnMid‘uﬂ
(VorlLOAno_  within and for the District of Maine, on the
WAL Tuesday, being the st — day of N WS

and by adjournment from day to day, on the M,EN —
day of VML ~—— in the year of our one thousand
cight and twenty, before the Honorable ALBION K. PARRIS,

Judge of said Cowrt.
ONis CACWHT  dayof WAL ~— inthe year above writtw, personally
-ppundinnpm(:om.thnnmlming “ he power of iTprimumm,“mdbdn;a
Court of Record for suid Maine Ditrct, O NALCA | — oged
IR AR, s yaems, Fenitit o S STV, e ™ s Doiict
who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his onth declare that he served in the Revo-
lutionary War as follows, viz, as a \W\:Uu.tlz ~— in the company commanded by Capt.
D anmmas\r in the Regiment commanded by Colonel "?‘JM" ond —
in the line of the State of QUL {301V on the Continental Establishment, o1 is
more particularly mentioned and described in his original declaration, sdlsontin 1
day of QAL — A.D. 1818, s on which said declaraion s Cerificae of Pen-
sion, numbered /5, 24) —— wasgranted. And 1 do solemnly swear that [ was a resident
citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 ; and that I have not since that time
by gift, sale, or in any manner disposed of my property, or any part thereof, with intent thereby
wwwhumm-ﬂyﬂrwwﬂhwmom of an Act of Congress, entitled ** An Act
to provide for certain p _,U"inlhhnduﬂnvnlnrﬂoenfﬂnumm.hth
Revolutionary War," passed on the 18th day of March, 1818 : and that [ have not, nor has any
person in trust for me, any pmpmywmﬁun.emuu.wwmdwmm; nor have 1 any
income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto d, and by me subscribed ; that
my oceupation and ability to pursue the same, together with the number and other particulars of my
family, are in fact and in truth as is pm‘mjmi:t\ueﬁhed onthe back hereof, also subscribed by me.
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vy st

e AV S S 000Uy e

Joshua Whitney Pension File




aCHE Wmter Resear: J Stax -at- Horge 2922 lothi and beddivg exc ilb'hslls
1o me the wlucribw vll

(Rool OXGLE — O Al nh\..bw\.ok wa O upekow —
wilo mm\-\m Nowas an AT _m\'\.o\%a\\m
\ovade ta }ma—w o meas. ool —— ‘
@mmy\n —0 l-uvmm anfiedan W
ﬁuﬁ\m w v S DU MO

&

BCIII‘.DULEnl’ residing with i
‘.&"’ ; vﬁ...,.,..mm

NAMES, | AGES. | Capacity of each to contribute to their sapport. .
A cl-w.w‘l\m 30 WMM"N"\M): o s
% 26 _r&._m
C”UU'\\. 22-—- ol tu 0
Al — | 76 |akeo

Swon i e CWLUYL%E @mu,

Joshua Whitney Pension File




F Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022
J. R, CHACE, POSTMASTER |. A. BALL, ASSISTANT POSTMASTER

United States ost Office —

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
Jure 18, 1924,

Commissioner of Fensione,
Bureau of Pensions,
"asghington, D. Ce

Dear fir:

“ould you kindly send me man abstract of the pension
application of one Joshua "hitney of York County, ilaine? Tt is
found by examination of the Pension Roll for 1835, (“enate Documents,
Mret “ession 23rd Congress, !'aine Pension Poll papge 85.)

His age in 1819, at which time he was placed on the
Pension Rell, is riven as 69 years, which would rive the date of his
birth as 1760.

The above mentioned Ponsioner is my great grand father,
and I desire this to establish my eligibility to join the fons of the
tmericen Pevolution.

Thanking you in advance, I remain

Very resnectful
ry g l‘y’ \g‘ 'r,.-——-'
NOTICE:— W O A2~
lhu!t&ul‘:hn‘:lfl"um. Carrier ' 24, P. O.,
Place Return Address on All Mail. fan Jose, Calif, g €.
Register or Insure All Valuable Matter.
Mail Early and Often. ‘?‘-.f.l‘

o

Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Revolutionary War » Final Payme... : Maine

Punemy. < T s~ Tat el

{0 PUBLICATION (23) STATE (z4) SURNAME STARTS WITH (24}

‘ Final Payment Vouchers Index for Military # N S
Pensions. 1818-1864
Foreign Letters of the Continental Congress  Free Maryland 0
George Washington Correspondence Free Massachusetts P
Mavy and Marine Corps Officers, 1775-1900  Free Michigan Q
Mavy Casualty Reports, 1776-1941 Mississippi [ R

< Numbered Record Books | Missouri s
Pennsylvania Archives Free New Hampshire 1 T T
Revolutionary War Manuscript File | New Jersey 5 u
Revolutionary War Milestone Documents Free MNew York Vv E
Revolutionary War Pensions Morth Carolina W
Revolutionary War Prize Cases - Captured Ohio y i
Vessels - - =

Final Payment Vouchers
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/7

NAMETLJLITT N\ Y T

AGENCY OF PAYMENT

DATE OF ACT

DATE OF PAYMENT - o o ]
£ lx - Ib- :

DATE OF DEATH Feb. 25 1832

-

FINAL PAYMENT YOUCHER RECEIVED FROM
THE GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

FORM
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION GSA DC 70.7035% GSA DpEC 69 7068

Index Card to Final Payments
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NARA — Final Payment Vouchers
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Bar SReparinient.
REVOLUTIONARY CLAIM.

1 CERTIFY that, in conformity with the Law of the United
States, of the A8th March, '1818,

D (’j///f/ /%A // late a ’?/M"ﬁ///’

in the Ar of the Revo tion, is inseribed
onthe Pension \iist, Ywﬁ\\ of ﬂm @/4/' z,r/‘ .//Ka',(me >

Agency, at therate “ij . t\u“m:&s pexr month, to com-
mence on \\\e/éu/& - i\us of .ﬂ%mlf)

eight hundred and w;; Ltiear

..0Ne {housand

ALVLN af the War Office of the United
States, thise / e~ day of

e T et eT —_one thousand eight

nundved andcecrrefeeoe

/ ‘4/‘/_:’/" ',,
. /({@ {;;4) /z‘?—k

Secretary of War.

NARA — Final Payment Vouchers
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1840 Census of Pensioners
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Revolutionary
War pensioners
and widows

First census to
give exact age

Lists who veteran
is residing with
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Look for diaries of
fellow soldiers
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Journals and Diaries

e Published journals
* Transcribed accounts

e Local historical
societies

48
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SEARCH HONOR WALL DISCOVERIES Join now TN } (7]

Discover your family's military past.
Y J P o 7-DAY FREE TRIAL 444!963!531
First Name Last Name AllRecords - n .\M:E:Ess EVERYTHING TOTAL RECORDS

—

AN INTRODUCTICON TO
The Premier Collection of
American Military Records

CLICK TO PLAY
W, ;‘wem .

Hiep e Tt B

Introducing Fold3

The Premier Collection of Military Records

New & Updated Collections
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The Battle of Bunker Hill

June 17,1775

&
S

Browse US Military Records by War Browse all records T Featured Honor Wall Pages

Revolutionary War David Dixon Porter

War of 1812 Revolutionary War

Mexican American and Early e ﬁﬂfuﬁ
Indian Wars [Enter 2 name | B .

Civil War ' ' .

Spanish-American War POPULAR MEW & UPDATED E

World War | Revolutionary War Pensions

World War Il

Revolutionary War Service Records

Korean War Revolutionary War Rolls

Vietnam War

Final Payment Vouchers Index for Military Pensi

as Orlando William H F Joseph

Recent Wars Browse all Revolutionary War Titles & Charles N Henderson  Lee Warren
Deglopper Petty

MNon-military Records WORLD WAR I woRLD WAR |
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Step #3

_ Applying to
Hereditary Societies
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National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR)

National Society Sons of the American Revolution

National Society Children of the American
Revolution

General Society of the Sons of the Revolution
Society of the Cincinnati

Daughters of the Cincinnati

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 52



THANK YOU!
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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