Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

Researching in
Colonial New
England

Winter Stay At Home

Ann G. Lawthers,
Genealogist

February 2022

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
£ American Ancestors,

by NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGIGAL SOGIETY

R

Session Roadmap
Published Resources
17t century
« Role of religion Finding Aids Key Records
18" centur —— i
v Compilations of | Knowing the Strategies
Records and Location R y——
i esearch planning
Genealogies Vital & Church K ing the
Study Projects nowing the
Probate location (reprise)
Land Timeline
Town Cluster research

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
AmericanAncestors.org



Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

In the Beginning:
Algonquin Linguistic Group

e

-
—r

BY-SA30,

hitps://commons.wikimedia.or rg/w/index.php?curid-52: 176243 curid=510577 Pphp2curid=485753

Early European Settlers Found...

o

Geography
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rovince of Maine granted
to Mason and Gorges Massachusetts asserts control

First European Settlements in
New England

1622 of Maine

Province of New Hampshire formed as 152

Maine split between Mason & Gorges
1629

Windsor and Wethersfield
Connecticut founded

Plymouth Colony merges with
163 Y ymere

Massachusetts Bay to become
Roger Williams to Rhode Island Province of Massachusetts Bay
1691

1520 1629 1638 1647 1656 1665 1674 1683 1652

1620 ————————— 1610
Great Migration
1675 W 1676
King Phillips War

Plymouth Colony

* Established 1620

* Encompasses SE Mass., Cape

& Islands 3

+ Core group were Separatists who
had first fled to Leiden, Holland

* Small in population and grew slowly

* Merged with Massachusetts Bay
in 1692 to form
Province of Massachusetts Bay

Image by Hoodinski at Wikepedia Commons

* Emigration to Berkshire Co., MA; Dutchess Co., NY;
Cape May, NJ; coastal Maine

Massachusetts Bay Colony

* Established and led by Puritans

— 1623 Dorchester Company to
Cape Ann

— 1628 Endicott group to Salem
— 1630 Winthrop Fleet to Boston

* By far the most populous and
influential colony in New England

¢ Dissidents soon founded e
Providence, Connecticut,
. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M:
and New Haven Colonies achussttsBay, Colomh media/Flle

:Masscolony.png

9
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* Most settlers came to
America opposing the
established Anglican Church
of England

* Pilgrims - advocated
separation from CoE

* Puritans - advocated change
from within the CoE

* Religion dictated
community life and systems

Religion in Early New England

* Dissenters left Plymouth
and Massachusetts Bay over
— Puritan and Pilgrim lack of
religious tolerance (Williams)
Belief that no intermediary
needed for a relationship with
God (Williams and
Hutchinson)
— Voting privileges within a
community (Hooker)

— Desire for control of civil
matters by “the godly”
(Davenport & Eaton)

10

Hooker &
Co. from

Cambridge
to Hartford

1637: Davenport
& Eaton to New
Haven

Connecticut's Oldest English Settiement

Early Connecticut

Map of Connectcut showing the settiements i 1670 from Historical Sketehes of Meriden by G.W.
Perkins

11

* 1636 — Providence
(Roger Williams)

* 1638 — Portsmouth
(Ann Hutchinson)

* 1642 — Warwick
(Samuel Gorton)

* 1639 - Newport (8 families :

Providence & R.l. Colonies

http://www.findingrogerwilliams.com/images
/maps/cady2.ipg

12
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New Hampshire

* 1622 Captain John Mason and Sir Ferdinando
Gorges received charter
for New Hampshire and
Maine

* 1623 Mouth of the
Piscataqua River settled
by Hiltons

* Mason and Gorges split = S
the charter into NH and Maine in 1629

13

Maine

* Scattered settlements
1620s or earlier along
coast from Cape Elizabeth
to Pemaquid

* Under jurisdiction of
Massachusetts from 1652
(until 1820)

* Abandoned briefly 1675
after King Philips War

* Little new settlement until
after Revolution

hitps://wwrw reddit com)/Maine/comments/oiléyw/settlement_map_of_maine/

14

A Timeline for Vermont

First New Hampshire land grant in Vermont
1749

Connecticut River declared boundary of New
Hampshire and New York
1764

First New York land grant in Vermont

Massachusetts establishes e

Fort Dummer Republic of Vermont formed
1728 1777

1700 B 1710 1720 1730 1740 1750 1760 1770 1730 1790 1799

1755 I— 1763
Seven Years War
1775 E—(1783
Revolutionary War

15
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King Philip’s War
* First full scale New England war in the 17th c.

* Metacomet (aka) King Philip and the
Wampanoag Indians

* Plymouth Colony,
Rhode Island,
Western Mass.,
and beyond

16

Seven Years War - 1756-1763

* Boundary disputes
between English colonists
and French

* Recapture of Fort Louisbourg
in 1758 and
Battle of Quebec in 1759

* Treaty of Paris ended
the French and
Indian War

— England received
territory east of the Mississippi

— Spain received territory west of the Mississippi

— Proclamation Line, a no settlement zone west of the Appalachian
mountains

17

Settlement to 1760

18
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Session Roadmap

Published Resources
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Research planning
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Study Projects Knowing the
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Land Timeline

Town Cluster research

19

Types of Published Resources
* Finding aids
* Study projects

* Compilations of records
and genealogies

* Journals and periodicals )

* Genealogies and Local
Histories

20

Finding Aids

21
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New England Marriages Prior to
1700

» Enumerates approximately 99% of all pre-1700
marriages of New Englanders

— Includes marriages in Europe prior to migrating

— Found 70% of maiden names

22

Torrey’s New England Marriages
Prior to 1700

husband's name wite's name other spouse & date
of that marriage

ABBY, Samuel (ca 1648-1698) & Mary KNOWLTON (1654-), m/2 Abraham place(s) of
marrage 9:4230ct 1672; Wen d e 0 residence
ate "% Knowlton Supp. 321 Tingley-Meyer 60: Granberry 139,

267, ¥——__ sources.
‘within {}
ADAMG, Peter (71622, 71621-16902) & Rachel |'NEWCOMBI, ?dau ica
1650/2; Medficld (NYGIBK 12 191, 85385 Brainerd Anc R 282
Bartigi 7 Adams 79: Adams (1898) 7: . 114 Hill (#1) 40, 43: Viton Mem. 297, 299: Wyt o
ke Gen. (ms) 14; Fellowes-Davis Anc. $8} 4 momber
place(s) of sources
Tesidence within (}

23

Torrey’s Source List

ADAMS, Peter (71622, ?1621-1690+
INYGBR 12:10; Reg. 48:191, 85:383
Sv. 1:14; Hill (#1) 40, 43, Vinton Mem. 297,

INEWCOMB], ?dau Francis; ca 165/
Mclntire Anc. 282; Bartlett: H. Adam
Cooke Gen. (ms) 14; Fellowes-Davis Anc. 83

dams (1861): Adams, G
Family of Kingston, Ma
1861

Adams (1881): Appleton, William Sumne, Some
Descendants of William Adams of Ipswich, Mass
(Boston: D. Clapp & Son, 1881)

orge, Genealogy of fie Adams  Alden (ms): Alden Gesg
(Boston: privately printed, the Alden

7 (published under auspices of
"of New York and Vicinity, 1935)
G

en
er Alden, Memorial of the

John Alden (Randolph, Mass.
Samuel P. Brown, 1867)
77d History of s Alden-Pabodie: Alden, Mary Lonford (Taylor), Elizaberh
(Alden) Pabodie and Descendants (Salem: E. Putnam,

1897)

Alden-Snell-Long: Long, Hallock Porter, Alden-Snell-Long
the Compiler s Line of Descent from

ed at Plymouth, Massachuselts,

o5
, Andrew N., 4 Genealogical
idams of Braintree, Mass_and His on the Mayflower, in 1620. .. (Washington, D. C.

Descendants; also John Adams, of Cambridge, Mass. 1925)
1632-1597 (Rutland, Vt.: Tutle, 1898) Aldis: Whitin, Frederick H., The Aldis Family of Dedhan,
Adams (1900): Adams, Andrew N., A Genealogical Wrentham, Raxbury and Franklin, Mass. (Dedhan
A ewbury, Mass. and His Dedham Transcript Press. 1905)

24
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Hollick’s New Englanders

Catt, Trowss, b ca. 1597, d. Maden, Mass., May 1676, Goodman, pp.
139.45.

1728, NEHGR
), NEHGR

1603, d. New
“

25

Compilations

Important Compilations

New Hampshire

27
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Great Migration
Study Project

Great Migration Study Project
¥,
337

Directed by Robert Charles Anderson, FASG

» Started in 1988

Genealogical and biographical sketch for
immigrants to New England from 1620 to 1640

* Thirteen published volumes

Individual included study project if record
documenting presence found before 1636

3

29

Thoms Hoskr ™

P 541, On 2 May 1636 “Thomas Hooker f the New
ehols Danforh ‘bt e wre of and being he ot

in 1649, Thomas
JOHN HOOKE i Hooker my hosing

John Hooke came on the Mayfosr s 2 servast boy to e Allerion
i wich the e (Bracord 44144)

‘THOMAS HOOKER

ORIGIN: Roterdam

MIGRATION: 1653 the Grifin (] 1:129)
FIRST RESIDENCE: Canbridge
REMOVES. Hartord 1

30
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o84 e G Mg Bgins Thomas Hosker o8
e our conts e 1o nlected & s And h March 16334 Drake made owisin
‘et some did, and g New England the daoghierof o Hooker [FCC 45 Senger). This

dnugh
Fraacis Drake v cousin qmg < JOFN DRARE who mde 17
Eagland i the cary 1630, 204

hen taken 1 res was hat worthy & pearsace n New.
Bicssed lght bi. Hooker, who havin  cold & preachd twic o osc i i il
being ¢ minstered boththe.
per i the forcaoon & bapus in the ENTS A cou e 1[5 e ey o foumd gy
s 10 over apeo, e his spirics sk, h he g o o e aicios o . Hesher il RPCE 38
(RCAR 190). e 654 St Al oo o M Hoier e
e 77,

e o i roe aose & el inslanderog Mr. Willam]

o, i, ccoring e e e i, e
non erhaps Saamol was born aherthe

Goodwyn & Mar. Hooker in charging them with
jnsaten
cHiLDy

i Jomm o 102
Rev.

Thomas Hooker (Magalia 352
Thomas Hooker have been published

by
i Separd u‘ c,n..,.ap Do m

Plaens oo o
oo Shpards emeiri g
ok ey ot s.q,.m mcir o =

s n the ‘s in the o
. g e P war 1 1697)

i MARY, b say 1024 m. by sbout 1646 Rev Roger Newion
7y

D wrote  comprebenaive, fll lngih Bography
Hoser: 1386.1647 (Priceton 1977

HOPKINS

1647, 06 TAG 14:99.109).
ANNE, bp. Great Baddow, Esses, 5 January 16255; bur.

s, 23 My

AR, b Chclmitord b, 9 Aprl 1626; b
‘Cheimaford 5 August 1629

v b, ay 1sm,m by 1649 Rev. John Wilkon.som of
jOiN WiLsO

M. Hophins was graned 8 cowyardlo (robably one cr) in Cam-
bridge,

COMMENTS: 1 1694 john Hopkinsappeared in Cambridge [CSTR
9),and then made the move o Harord,where be died i 1654 Hevas
never givea the e of respect, did nok b and in Conrd Row a the.

time e Cambridge e ivetony i 1653 (CaBOF 20, 40) v
e recpien of thi grant of nd. M. Edward

3

ASSOCIATIONS: One s of Thomas Hooker, perhaps named Anoe,
marmied GEORGE ALCOCK and anohr ster, Doroshy, married Johs
Cheter, ad had with hin LEONARD CHESTER.

e e s il pperace n o u,\,....‘.,‘,,;.«
r i Hapor four years tr bt thisolied record
ey e o s s Vi g

31

_THE

Great

Migration
Dzrectory

0

Immigrm'h,{
New England,
1620-1640

CoNcisE COMPENDIUM

Robert Charles Anderso:

¢ e
Corr, Rubert . & do b

NETWGR 1813 SPR )

akaoma: 1620 00 M

32

|

)

No|

1o New Engl

Name English origin

» Edward: Horsley, (n‘l(\u\:\:mh!un: 163
H)U\R 24: WP 4:168: SChR 9: EPR
1:197. 2:78: TAG 84:200-11]. (His daughter Mary preceded him
and by 1635 [GM 2:5:266-67).)

An entry from The Great Migration Directory

Year of arrivalin New England
HNew England residences

Nl

MBCR 1:377; WJ

Citations: The Records of the First Church e Additional acitation
1630-1868; Winthrop Papers, 1498-1654; 10 The Great Migra migrants
First Church in Salem, Massachusetts, 1629~1736; The Probate 1o New England, 1634-1635.

American Genealogist

e
New England, 1628~ 1636; John Winthrop, The History of New
England from 1630 to 1649, James Savage, ed. and The

33
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Other Great Migration Books

Early New England
Study Projects

Early Vermont

to 1771
Vo

AmericanAncestors.org/publications/early-new-england-research

Settlers

36

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
AmericanAncestors.org
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Early New England Study Projects

Western Massachusetts

Early New England Families Families in 1790
* Directed by Alicia Crane * Directed by Helen Schatvet
Williams Ullmann

* Genealogical and
biographical sketches for
those who were enumerated
on the 1790 census in

* Genealogical and
biographical sketches for
those who married in New

England from 1641 to 1700 Berkshire and Hampshire
(uses Torrey as guide) Counties (from which
. Franklin and Hampden
* Grouped by year of marriage  Counties were later formed)
» Two published volumes * Four published volumes

37

Study Projects (cont)

Early Vermont Settlers to 1784 Sample Sketch

* Directed by Scott Andrew
Bartley

* Genealogical and bioFraphical
sketches of individuals
identified by Donald Alan
Smith’s 1980 thesis "Legacy of
Dissent: Religion and Politics
in Revolutionary Vermont
1749 to 1784"

* Two published volumes for
‘Windsor County

38

Mayflower Families

* Project provides well-documented lineages of the ship’s
passengers

* Long-range goal is to document passengers through
Generation Seven, naming
Generation Eight

* All passengers have histories through
Generation Five;
Billington and Rogers have
Sixth Generation histories

* At AmericanAncestors.org

— Index of all the 5th Generation
descendants, their spouses, and children

39
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Mayflower Books

Mayflower S Mayflower
Deeds & Probates . D b\ Marriages

40

Session Roadmap

Published Resources

17t century
« Role of religion Finding Aids Key Records
18t centul ——— :
i Compilations of | Knowing the Strategies
Records and Location -
Research planning

Genealogies Vital & Church

Study Projects Knowing the
vl Probate location (reprise)
Land Timeline

Town Cluster research

41

Colonial New England Records

Vital and church records: birth, baptism, marriage,
death, burial, gravestone

Land records: grants and deeds
Probate records: will, inventory, guardianship

Town and Colony: meetings, actions, records,
censuses

* Court: lawsuits, probate

* Military records: Colony, town militia

42

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
AmericanAncestors.org
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[el
Before Searching for

Records, Know Your
Jurisdictions

Jurisdictions for Colonial Records

vital Records _|_Land__| __Probate _|

Connecticut Town Town Probate Districts

Town County County
Massachusetts Town County County
New Hampshire Town County County
Rhode Island Town Town Town
Vermont Town It is complicated It is complicated

44

Genealogist's Handbook for New

England Research, 6th edition

45

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
AmericanAncestors.org

15



Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

Town
(Current 2 Parent
Probate
) County
Westport 1835 Fairfield  Fairfield,  Westport Fairfield,
(50) Nowalk,  (1835) Norwalk,
Weston Weston
Wethersfield 1637 Hartford Newington  Hartiord  Settled 1634. Named 1637. B, W B, W
4 (1975) Daughter Towns: Berlin,
Glastonbury, Newington,
Rocky Hil
Alias: Watertown
Willingion 1727 Tolland Tolland Stafford  Called Wellingon to 4727. B.W B, W
(25) (1830)
Wilton 1802 Faifield Nowalk  Norwalk Fairfield, BW BW
(51) (1802) Stamford
Winchester 1771  Litchfield Winchester  Norfolk
(23) (1838)
Windham 1692 Windham Willimantic Windham  Hartford,  Daughter Towns: Chaplin, B.P. W
(28) (719 New Hampden, Mansfield. w

London  Scotiand, Willimantic.
Note: Consolidated with
Wilimantic 1983.

Connecticut Town Pages wi
Wethersfield, Hartford County

46

(el
Learn about the town!

| E2 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give TR e ———

Vermont Genealogy World War Veteran
Research

48
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Hamden, New Haven County, Connecticut Genealogy

FamilySearch.org Research Wiki

49

Vital Records

Maine, New Hampshire, and
Vermont Vitals

* Pre-printed cards

* Information abstracted from original handwritten
town books

51

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
AmericanAncestors.org

17



Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

Massachusetts Vital Records

* Massachusetts has the most complete set in the nation

* Kept by towns beginning in 1620s. Generally well-
kept, but not always complete

* VRs up to 1850 published for
over 200 towns,
the majority in eastern
Massachusetts

* For the western part of the state,
will need to consult special
collections such as the Corbin or L&
Shepard Collections

52

Massachusetts Vital Records to 1850

ABBREVIATIONS.

53

Vital Records — Rhode Island

¢ Rhode Island - James
Arnold

* Vital Records of Rhode
Island, 1636-1850, First
Series: Births, Marriages
and Deaths (see
handout)

54

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
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Barbour Collection for Colonial
Connecticut
* Compiled under the direction of
Lucius Barnes Barbour

* Statewide alphabetical slip index
— available FamilySearch.org

* Bound volumes by town available
— AmericanAncestors.org
— Ancestry.com ($)
— FamilySearch.org

55

Barbour Collection

Slip Index (FS) Town Page Windsor (AA)

ALLYN, Heste:
. Thokas, b. Jan. 2, (16175, bp.Feb.d, (16176

'WINDSOR
VITAL RECORDS
® Vo1 Page 1

Hester,d.. LT T
du[Wi11idA ¢ Susannal,b.apr.7T, 1696
'SUFFIELD
VITAL RECORDS
. Vol ] Page g5

56

Suffield Records
FamilySearch.org

é. 'u:ﬁign « Gusanna ], boapr.21, 1696

SUFFIELD.
VITAL RECORDS

® Yoy Page 5

o S
T 3
i s
Icgetanter 3~ l‘f-/A'r ?[L:{.ﬂu’f 85 s',»(._.
o e e ML

57
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[el
When You Cannot Find

Vital Records . ..

Pursue Vital Record Substitutes

* Church records

* Cemetery records

* Newspapers

* City directories for death dates

* Probate records (usually filed within three months
of death)

59

Church and

Cemetery Records

60

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
AmericanAncestors.org

20



Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

Where to Find Church Records

» Many New Englanders were Congregationalists
— Check County Histories for clues about denomination

* Indexed databases
— American Ancestors
— Family Search
— Ancestry

* Unindexed images
— Family Search

* Congregational Church Archives

61

Indexed at
AmericanAncestors.org

SEARCH -

Search All Databases

-
| & Database List A-Z

62

Indexed at FamilySearch.org

Connecticut, Church Records, 1660-1955

63

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
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{FamilySearch  Family Tree  Search Memories Indexing Activities

ecords Images F ss | Catalog Books Wik

FamilySearch Cat#fog

Search the catalog of genealogical materials (including books, online materials, microfilm,

microfiche, and ) made available by F: onling and in libraries and
centers worldwide.

Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.

Search by:

| Sumames | Tities | Author | Subjects | Keywords

o

Search for:

Unindexed at Family Search — FamilySearch.org

64

Catalog  Books
Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
Refine your search ¥ @ PRINT [ Catalog Print List (0)

Search by: Part of United

United States,

Search for:
Call Numb
Fllm/Fich

(1870-1979)

First Church of Christ (Biddeford, Maine)

FamilySearch.org

65

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Records of first congregational church in Biddeford

Statement of Responsibility: communicated by A. K. P. Meserve
Format: Journal Article

Language: English

Physical p. 8-14

Notes

To view a digital version of this article click here.

Church records, including vital dates, with dates ranging 1756-1777.
Subjects

Locality Subjects
United States, Maine, York, Biddeford - Church records

Part of

FamilySearch.org

66
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N N ATE
Congregational Library & Archives (oo |
History Matters

Manusorpt Golbochons | Do Galocsors | Gel iveled | PYmauts Pigams.

Church Records

The Collections

Abingten, Mass. First Cangregationsl Church (1714-1377) TRANSCRIPTION AVAILABLE
Bamstabie, Mass. East Parish Church TRANSCRIPTION AVAILABLE
Bamatable, Mass. West Parish Church (1630-1253) TRANSCRIPTION AVAILABLE
Bennington, VL. First Church (1752

Barkiey, Mass. Congregational Churen

Biddeford, Maine. First Church of Christ

congregationallibrary.org/digital-collections

67

L rew aadéaBl =
Dover Nh
© Collection Information

Baptisms, marmiages. and
deaths, 17171629

Behnnds Ioin Wi

s

¢y v SR

Dover, NH Records

69
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Why Use Probate?

* Probate is the process of settling an estate after death
— Many steps
— Generates documents

e Useto:
— Verify family relationships
— Substitute when vital records are lacking
* Approximate death dates
* When a daughter was married by
* When a wife was deceased by
— Trace the origin of family items or property
— Provide context of ancestor’s life

70

Finding Probate

I N T
T T Probate Districts

Town County Cou nty

Town County County

New Hampshire & Gey County
Rhode Island W W Town
Vermont [ows Itis complicated |t js complicated

71

Colonial Vermont Probate

* No known probate records for Vermont prior to
1777

* May find probate in New York or New Hampshire
records
— From 1749, New Hampshire claimed Vermont
— From 1764, New York claimed Vermont as part of
Albany County
* Cumberland County from Albany in 1766
* Gloucester County from Albany in 1770
* Charlotte County from Albany in 1772

72

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
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Colonial Connecticut Probate

* New Haven Colony (to 1655) - Probate kept at town or
colony

* Connecticut Colony
— Particular Court (1639 - 1665) - Records transcribed and
published
— Court of Assistants (1665- 1711) - An appeals court, records
transcribed and published
— County Courts (1666 - 1855) - Handled probate for four
original counties, Hartford, New London, New Haven, and
Fairfield until 1698
— 1698 Probate District system established
* Original 4 county courts
* 1719 - New Probate Court districts established

73

Insolvent Minor

b, D o Insane Legatee Trust
Town “crua\\\ District Fairfield
4 \'\5« No. 580\ Deposited Dec. 9, 1929
eereseerenedd WAl and Codicils e

S

. Distributions
..Account of Administration
Receipts

..Miscellaneous

Petitions

.Inventories
.Orders of Court
..Returns to Court

coeeiereeersr-i.... Total Documents

Connecticut Probate Index 1648-1881

74

Colonial Maine Probate

* Probate kept at COUNTY level
— Cumberland Co. Probates destroyed by fire in 1907.

* FamilySearch.org has created an indexed collection of
probate for 1760-1979

* Ancestry.com: All counties varied years 17th-20th
Century

* Published Compilations
— Sargent’s Maine Wills 1640-1760, on
www.AmericanAncestors.org
— John E. Frost’s, Maine Probate Abstracts 1687-1800 were
published in 1991 by Picton Press in two volumes

75
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‘ i PEETEp

MAINE Corinof Yok, yeomun, i e 1 ct s el Bl e fn i e of e
| during. their mimorities; all, 27 Ape 1750, Wits: Mark Hunking,
gty
PROBATE
168 DOROTIT & SARAN LOVET,of Swternh. Gl (530 F34
gt Yo 31 e 750 Thorms Cart o orts oo g o Doy &
ABSTRACTS Sl Lot i o Doy Lot o o s
o e, Lk ko et e o ok 56
-llf\d'--l'h
Volume 1 81 JOSEPU MITCHELL of K, Qe (5.9, PTG, Wk
1687 - 1775 e o 1
i e b o & e o, Yot 4

FARMON, o Yrk, A (4.9, P36, M Hacoos [ox
oo 4 diks 20 of bee Tormae b Jomeghs
T, e, ot .._..w o T T oo & G
| CISUIGNU. Al by Mancy Hacmon Frot. sdms, & ll. £R2/1115 L.M.,biog

L DRESSER, of LA (8.40). F4699. LA gr York,

15 May 1750, to Elizabeth Dresser of Scarborough, wid, of the est of her busb

Nathaniel Dresser, late of Scarborough, decd int, with t&p inv exh at or bef 15

Aug next, & a p&t acct at or bef 15 Dec 1750.

»
John Eldridge Frost

8/65. WILLIAM VAUGHAN, of Damariscotia. Accts (8.41). F19360. Elliot
Vaughan's acct of costs & disbs as exor of the willof his br Willism Vaughan with
addl assets of £174/10/0. Inv est appr £84 O.T.,costs & disbs £6333/5/2, unpd

claims against est £2767/10/5. Acct ment the ml'll earnings, proving the will in
PICTON PRESS Boston, a suit of moumning for Mrs. Elizabeth Vaughan, & mouming gloves 1o brs
CAMDEN, AN & srs.

|

Elizabeth
e of Sexbormugh. ecd. g C50Y 1605 a1 ¢ S 18 My 175,

T a0 e o o Nuhanil Drvser, yecma, G, o 70 1749,
) R (Y
Maine Colonial Probate Abstracts e ARRE STt ks
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Colonial Massachusetts Probate

Probate at COUNTY level

AmericanAncestors.org
— Barnstable Abstracts 1685-1789;
— File papers: Essex 1638-1881;
— Hampshire 1660-1858;
— Middlesex 1648-1871;
— Plymouth 1686-1881;
— Worcester 1731-1881.
— And indexes for Norfolk, Suffolk and Worcester counties.

Ancestry.com: All counties varied years 17th-20th centuries.

FamilySearch.org: Use the catalog to search for probate records
from your ancestor’s county of death.
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Colonial New Hampshire Probate

Probate at COUNTY level

Probates to 1771 are abstracted in the NH State Papers
(vols. 31-39) including wills transcribed.

http://sos.nh.gov/Papers.aspx

AmericanAncestors.org has microfilm at it's Boston
Research Center for several counties

FamilySearch.org has created an indexed collection of
New Hampshire probate records — 1660-1973

Ancestry.com’s collection covers 1643-1982
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New Hampshire State Papers - Probate

NEW HAMPSHIRE WiLLS 243
GODFREY DEARBORN 168 HAMPTON

1 Godfreey Dearbarne of Hampton in the @venc of New
Hampshier in New England Being aged and Inferme of Body

1 Give and Bequeath Unto Dorothy Dearbarn my loveing wife
for the terme of her life my Dwelling House & Barne & orchyard
and the Use and Improvementt of all my land both Areable land
pastuer & marsh land for her Comfortable subsistenc Duering the
terme of Her life, and the use and Improvementt of all my move-
ables within Dores and withoutt Duering the terme of her life

It 1 Doe Give and bequeath Unto my Grand Child Ann Shat-
redg that now liveth with mee one two year old Heffer which she
is to Receive att the End of Her time y* she is to live with mee

Itt T Doe Give Unto my sone Thomas Dearbarne my Dark
Browne horse which 1 Use to Rid on

It 1 Doe Give Unto my son Thomas and Henry Dearbarn all
the Rest of my Catle thatt shall Remaine at the Decease of the
longest liver of mee or my wie Exepting Sheep and swine which
are other wayes Disposed of

It my will and pleasure is thatt all the Sheepe and swine that
shall Remaine att my wives Decease shall bee Equally Divided
betwixt all my Grand Children y* shall bee then living : and the
Division to be made by my Executors & over scers

Itt 1 Doe Give and Bequeath Unto my Son John Dearbarn my
House barne and house lott and all my land both Arcable land
pastuers medows & marshes and all Towne Rights and priveledges
thereunto belonging and all my tooles and Carts & other Imple-
ments of Husbandry : and I Doe appointt my son John Dearbarne
to bee my Exectuer to this my will and the Estate the which he is
to Enter Upon and possesse att my wives Decease and to bee and
Remaine to him and his Heires for Ever

It T Doe ordaine and Appointt my two Eldest sons Thomas
Dearbarne & henry Dearbarne to bee my over seers to this my.
Tast will and testamentt whom I appointt to see to the managmentt
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TOWN level

1646-1899

recor
Center or Affiliate

Colonial Rhode Island Probate

* Least centralized probate system — Records kept at
* AmericanAncestors.org: microfilms of town probates
for about half of Rhode Island towns

* AmericanAncestors.org: Index to Providence probate,

0 Fami?Search.org: Search BY TOWN for probate
- will need to access through a Family History

* Ancestry.com: Varied material 17th-20th centuries.
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Smith |
Smyth'

William G

cont.

Snively

Providence Rhode Island Probate

Index 1636-1899

administration 5131
administration 1000
will . A3431
alien A18329
will . . A10778
1829 William T. . . guardianship  A16288
Smithers
Ann .. admmistration | 2476
Mary E guardianship 2477
Smyth,scc Smith
Snell
1877 William B. administration ' A11780
Snelling

1847 Samuel - administration | A6562 |

Snow, cont.

. | administration | A10412
. | administration | A4686
will . . . .| 2003
guardianship | 416834
will . . . .| A9653
guardianship | A16746

Florence I

George . . .| will A4703

George W. . . | will . . . .| 2564
1800 Helen P.. . .| guardianship |A16746
1812 James . . . administration | A4147
1879 Jeanette M. . | real estate . |A18706
1891 | J. Lippitt . . administration 18
1851 | Johun . . . . administration | A6992

1848 JohnB. . . .| administration | A6656
1842 Jon C. . . .| guardianship | A6I78
1879 | John €. . . .| will . . . . [A12401
182 | JobnE. . . .| guardianship |A18245
1872 | JobnL. . . . guardianship |A10466
1873 Jobn L. . . .| administration | A10566
1773 | Joseph . . . will. . . .| A986
1884 | Joseph G. . . | administration | A13980
1830 | Joseph Potang . | will . . .- .| A5298
1801 | Josiah . | administration | A3668
1813 | Josiabh . . .| administration | A4168

/1888 | Juiak. .o will. .. . |Al6023
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Why Use Land Records?

* Grantor (seller) can mention how he acquired the
land

* Can sign his name with his wife

* Narrows down the
chronology

* Land description
can be compared
to other deeds

83

First Land Records — Proprietors
Records

¢ Initial transfer of land to
Proprietors

e o Crown INDIAN

— From Native Tribes

* Found at:

— Town Halls: Town clerk, tax
office or assessor

— County Registry of Deeds

— Libraries and local historical
Societies

— Family Search microfilm or
online

— Published transcriptions of
Proprietor records JEREMY DUPERTUIS BANGS
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First Land Transfers in Vermont

New Hampshire Land Grants 1749-1764 - New
Hampshire Provincial = B e
& State Papers, Volume 26

New York Land Patents
1688-1786 — State
Papers of Vermont, v. 7

Post colonial records are
at the town level

Sy g ) e
Vermont Historical Society, Map of
New Hampshire Land Grants, 1774
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State Specific
Subsequent Land

Transfers

Deeds in Colonial Maine, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts

Organized by COUNTY
Be aware of changing county boundaries

Some early Maine deeds at the Massachusetts State
Archives

FamilySearch.org has created an indexed
collection of Massachusetts land records

Use the FamilySearch.org catalog to find Maine
and New Hampshire records at the county level.
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Using the FamilySearch.org
Catalog

FamilySearch Catalog

88

Using the Catalog (cont.)

United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Land and property { 1

Film/Digital Notes

@

‘]
3

i '
IELEEEEER
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Deeds in Colonial Connecticut

and Rhode Island
* Organized by TOWN

* Beware of changing town boundaries

* FamilySearch.org - use catalog to find town land
records

United States, Rhode Island, Wash

North Kingstown - Land and property ( & )

90
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Town Records

New England’s Unique Resource:

Town Records
* Kept by Town Clerks

* Catalog of town activities
— Births, marriage and deaths
— Land transfers
— Cattle ownership
— Taxes
— Other

* Even if your ancestor does not appear in the Town Vital
Records, their presence in the community may be
elsewhere in the books

92

5
Choosing Town
Officers, 1754

Choosing Town
Officers, 1755

Town Records — Hampton, NH
1754-55
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Session Roadmap

Published Resources

17t century

* Role of religion Finding Aids
18 century - TRV Strategies
Compilations of | Knowing the
Records and Location
Research planning

Genealogies Vital & Church

Knowing the
Probate location (reprise)

Land Timeline
Town

Study Projects

Cluster research

94

Researching Planning
* What do you know and how do you know it?

* What is the earliest documented record for your
ancestor?

* Work from the known to the unknown

* Create your research questions. Always include a
name, place and time period

— You are looking for what event or fact for WHOM
— WHERE will you look

— WHEN will you look

— Records are specific to locations and time periods

95

Make Use of Local Resources

* Local histories as
finding aids s S

— Hathitrust.org

— Archive.org
— Books.Google.com

* Local historical societies

96

© New England Historic Genealogical Society,
AmericanAncestors.org




Winter Research Stay-at-Home 2022

Timelines

* Keep track of where you ancestor was at a specific point
in time, e.g.
— When did they leave their birth community?
— When did they arrive in the new location

— Because records are probably sparse, put every document
you find into the timeline (vitals, land, county histories)

* Timeline help identify inconsistencies between records
or between records and stories

* Timelines reveal gaps in research
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FAN Club Research

Also known as cluster research - researching the people
around your ancestor

* FAN
— Family and friends
— Associates
— Neighbors

Helpful when
— Records were scarce
— Finding the origin of an immigrant ancestors
— Separating the identities of people with the same name
— Finding a maiden name
— Burned county research

98

Summary

* The seeds for all states, except Vermont, were planted in the
17th century, mostly on the coast or along waterways.

* Vermont was claimed by Massachusetts, New Hampshire and
New York before declaring independence in 1777; it became a
state in 1791.

* Colonial-era resources are often in book format.

* Vital records in New England began at the town level when a
town was formed or incorporated.

* Land and probate records may be kept at the town, county, or
other jurisdictional level.

* Study and know the location where your ancestor lived: location
is key to New England research!
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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