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Determining the Military Service of
your Ancestor before the Revolution

* Age at enlistment
* Wars during his lifetime
* Documents & Artifacts

e Pensions

* Genealogies and local histories {‘:‘”‘:ﬁ‘
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How old was your Veteran ?

* Drummer Boy

 Student Soldier

 Married with Children
 Seasoned Veteran

e Senior Soldier
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What colonial wars occurred during
his lifetime?




17t Century
Conflicts
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Pequot War: 1636-1638

* Expansion into Connecticut
* New England settlers and Pequot Indians

* Major battle: Fort Mystic May 26, 1637
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King Philip’s War: 1675-1676
* First full scale New England war in the 17" c.

* Metacomet (aka) King Philip and the
Wampanoag Indians

* Plymouth Colony, Rhode
[sland, Western Mass.,
and beyond
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King William’s War: 1689-1697

* Glorious Revolution of 1688; England declares
war on France 1689

* Areas of New York, Maine, and New Hampshire
* Sir William Phips led attack on Port Royal, Acadia
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Sir William Phips’ Expedition
October 1690
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18t Century
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Queen Anne's War: 1702-1713

* England at war with France

 Raids by French and allied
Indians from Canada into
Northern New England

communities. Attack on
Deerfield, 1704

* St. Augustine attacked 1702
and 1704

 French naval action Charleston in 1706
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War of Jenkins’ Ear: 1739-1742

* Capt. Robert Jenkin's displayed severed ear by the
Spanish led to war being declared.

* St. Augustine was attacked by Georgia in 1740.

 Spanish attack St. Simon’s Island.

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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King George’s War: 1740-1748

* Key battle: Fortress Louisburg on Cape Breton in
modern day Nova Scotia, 1745

e 1748, return of fortress to
French control
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French and Indian War

* “Seven years war” over boundary disputes
between English colonists and French

* Recapture of Fortress Louisbourg in 1759

* Many British soldiers
would later fight against
the crown in Revolution !

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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ing 1760-1761

Cherokee Upris

led to an attack in 1760 by 1,500 Carolinians.

* In 1761 a militia force of 2,600 led an expedition

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 37
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War of the Regulators: 1771

ATTEMPT TO FACIFY THE REGULATORS.

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 38
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Family Heirlooms for Clues

* What might be in the attic?
* Ask relatives
e Museums and archives

* Ebay or Auction catalogs

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 40
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What was lost — now is found

® home | pay | register | sign out | services | site map | help

Browse Search

Sell My eBay Community

* Back to home page Listed in category: Collectibles = Cultures, Ethnicities = Western Americana = Other Western Armericana

OLD Mountain MEN Western GUN Powder COW HORN Neat!"!

You are signed in

Current bid:

Time left:

Start time:

¥ Goto larger picture

History:

High bidder:

[term location:

hips to:

Us $51.55

Flace Bid *

1 hours 18 mins

7-day listing

Ends May-05-04 14:03:.28 POT
Apr-23-04 14:.03:238 POT

B bids (US $9.99 starting bid)

bshars0 (38 9%

spanish Fork, Utah
United States /Salt Lake City

Worldwide

© New England Historic GWW@!@QEH’MWE%M%W@S“Q

[term number: 3310404549
Add to watch list in My eBay

Seller information
devere (8201 3% ) W iomer me

Feedback Score: 8201
Positive Feedback: 99.8%
Member since Jun-29-93 in United States

Read feedback comments

Ask seller a gquestion

“iew seller's other items

Visit this seller's eBay Store!
oI Confetti Antiques and Books

PayPallty) Buyer Protection Offered

See coverage and eligibility
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Inventories & Family heirlooms?

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Confirm Published Sources
Don’t re-invent the wheel
What has been published
State by State Lists
Local Histories

Internet resources when available

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Welcome, NEHGS Research Library Shop | Visit | About | Events & Programs | Loglin

£ 1 AmericanAncestors @

by New ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

SEARCH -~ BROWSE -~ SERVICES ~ EDUCATION -

Library Catalog
AJHS
External Collections

Start Searching

o m w0 0000 (uu
llllll|i| |

Discover New & Recent Data Take an Online Course Consult Our Family Historians
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Saved Searches Saved Searches v
Database Search | |

Search

e.2. Boston, Massachusetts Enter terms or words

SEARCH Reset Search
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£ 1 American Ancestors

Saved Searches
Database Search

Name L) Exact Search ) Soundex

First and/or Middle and/or [Maiden] names Last Name
Years Record Type
From To -All-
Location [J Exact Location Keywords
e.g. Boston, Massachusetts Enter terms or words
Database Type | Favorites || Free | Databases with images
Category Database
-All- v -All-

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

Saved Searches

Any v First and Middle Names Last Name

+ Add family members +

SEARCH Reset Search

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org

log In |
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£ 1 American Ancestors

Saved Searches
Database Search

Name ] Exact Search ) Soundex

Saved Searches

First and/or Middle and/or [Maiden] names Last Name
Years Record Type
From To -All-
Location | Exact Location Keywords
e.g. Boston, Massachusetts Enter terms or words
Database Type L) Favorites | Free [ Databases with images
Category Database
| -All- v -All-
Al '

Atlases, Maps and Reference Materials

Census, Tax and Voter Lists

Court, Land and Probate Records

Diaries and Transcripts

Genealogies, Biographies, Heraldry, and Local Histories
Great Migration Study Project

Immigration Records
Journals and Periodicals
Military Records

Societies and Organizations
Town Records

Vital Records (incl. Bible, Cemetery, Church and 55DI)

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org

liddle Names Last Name

Log In |

Search
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¢ 1 American Ancestors

Database Search

Name L] Exact Search L) Soundex

Saved Searches Saved Searches

First and/or Middle and/or [Maiden] names Last Name
Years Record Type

From To -All- v
Location [ Exact Location Keywords

e.g. Boston, Massachusetts

Enter terms or words

Database Type ) Favorites ! Free |/ Databases with images
Category Database
Military Records v | -All- v '
-All-

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

Any v First and Midd

+ Add family members +

SEARCH

Reset Search

Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England, 1620-1775

Divided Hearts, Massachusetts Loyalists, 1765-1790

Index of Revolutionary War Pensioners

List of Pensioners in the State of Massachusetts

Maine Soldiers in World War | - (1917-1919)

Massachusetts Revolutionary War Pensioners' Receipts, 1799-1807
Massachusetts Revolutionary War Pensioners' Receipts, 1829-1837
Members of the Artillery Company of Newport, Rhode Island
Randolph, Mass. Civil War Veterans

U.S. Revolutionary War Naval Pensioners' Receipts, 1829-1832
Vermont Soldiers in World War |

Weymouth Revolutionary War Soldiers and Sailors

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Location [l Exact Location Keywords

. &. B0 Sesser Sy a-Homo 2022 Enter terms or words
Database Type L Favorites L) Free UJ Databases with images
Category Database
Military Records v Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England, 1620-1775

-Search Fields for Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England, 1620-1775

Volume Search Tips

“All-
Use the Volume Selector to choose a specific time period or conflict.

Page
Searchable by first name, last name, residence, and year of service.
Expedition Company, Regiment, and Expedition information is also available, but not
required.
? matches any single character
*
Regiment matches any number of characters

Enclose words to appear together in quotes
Two characters are required before using a wildcard.

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

T
L
=

[s1}
i
o
I
i
L
T
[
1
=
i

Any v

+ Add family members +
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Massachusetts 1620-1775

Officers & Soldiers in the Seventeenth-Century Conflicts

Officers & Soldiers, 1702-1722, Queen Anne's to
Dummer's War

Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars 1744-1755
Officers in the French and Indian Wars 1748-1763

Officers & Soldiers 1723-1743: Dummer's War to the War of
Jenkins' Ear

Officers and Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars,
1755-1756

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 53
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Seeking the Primary Source

j‘f;ﬂ.z;;}?,d-:;iﬂn._ :

Locate source book or online et

i

Consult in person or digital copy

Inquire the size of the document

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Adopt your ancestor’s regiment

e Research each individual

 Look for additional MSS
e Who were the officers?

Did they fight together again?

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Mass. Archives Collection

* List of Men Who served in British Military
Organizations, 1710-1774. Name, enlistment date,
time in service, and amount of pay due; available on
Massachusetts Archives Reels 91-99. They are
arranged chronologically.

* Government Responses to petitions and claims for
Payment of individual military service, or for losses

as a result of hostile actions against or by Indians
(17™ century). Reels 67-80.

 www.state.ma.us/sec/arc/arcidx.htm

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 59
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Records of the General Assembly

e Militia 1678-1820
e Rev. War:1756-1820
 Colonial War: 1675-1806

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 61
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Portland, Maine
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Maine Historical Society

* Zebulon Harmon 18" Century Military MSS

* MSS on King Williams and King George’s War
including Muster Rolls

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Published Resources:
Muster Rolls and military histories

* Compilations of Colonial soldiers

* Published histories of battles
and wars

* Hereditary Society publications

Soldiers in
King Philip’s
War

George Madison Bodge

with a foreword by David Allen Lambert

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Library Catalog Search
e

Subject Search
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Examples:

s benson family
s lincoln county
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Welcome, NEHGS Research Library Shop | Visit | About | Events & Programs | LogIn

£ 1 AmerieanAncestors e =
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SEARCH -~ BROWSE ~ SERVICES ~ EDUCATION -~ JOIN DONATE

3 20 B

|SUBJECF " ‘French and Indian War ‘ ‘System Sorted T| Sort || Search |

Add to email/print queue  Select All | Save to My Lists

Entries
Num Select SUBJECTS (1-32 of 32) Year 156

Found

1 French And Indian War 1754 1763 -- See United States History French and Indian War, 1754-1763 1

2 [ French And Indian War 1754 1763 Connecticut History Registers €2000 1

3 [0  French And Indian War 1754 1763 Connecticut History Sources : Andrews, Frank D. 1998 1

4 [ French And Indian War 1754 1763 Fort Ticonderoga N Y History Personal Narratives : Skaarup, Harold A. c2000 1

5 [0  French And Indian War 1754 1763 Massachusetts History 3

6 0  French And Indian War 1754 1763 Massachusetts History Personal Narratives : Holden, David, 1889 1

7 (0 French And Indian War 1754 1763 Massachusetts History Registers 2

8 [0  French And Indian War 1754 1763 New York State History 6

9 (0 French And Indian War 1754 1763 New York State History Sources 2
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Step#3
- Seek out or apply to
~ Hereditary Societies
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1638 :
1927 :

1893 :
1932 .

1896 :
1896 :
1898 :

1987 :
1988 :

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company
National Society Women Descendants of A. & H. A. C.

General Society of Colonial Wars
National Society Daughters of Colonial Wars

National Soc. of Colonial Daughters of the 17" Century
Order of Founders and Patriots of America
National Society Daughters and Patriots of America

Continental Society Sons of Indian Wars
Continental Society Daughters of Indian Wars

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 70
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Homework if you choose!

* Choose a colonial war ancestor and reexamine the
records you have.

* Determine the captain and higher officer for his
regiment.

© New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 72
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Remember them all

© New England Historic Genealog
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