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. . .
Finding the Maiden Name
Where and When Other Records
) ) § Learn About the Husband
ntentions Woman’s death N
Evidence of record Local History
marriage Children’s records Migration Settlement
Census Religion patterns
Military Occupation Families in the
Other neighborhood
Voice of
Ann Lawthers
Genealogist
4
. . .
Finding the Marriage Record
* Where did the couple marry?
— Often the town of the bride’s family
— Check old maps for boundary and community
name changes
* When did the couple marry?
— Record availability varies by time and place
» Is this a first, second, or third marriage?
5
Types of Records
. . .
Indicating a Marriage
* Evidence of intention to marry
— Before mid-1800s
* Intentions
* Banns
* Bonds
— Replaced by
* License
* Evidence of marriage
— Certificates
— Returns or Registers
— Personal records
6
2
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Rochester, Massachusetts Intention

1/28/2022

“Town and vital records of Rochester, Massachusetts, 1673- 1893,” Family Search

Marriage Bond, Virginia

KNOW ALL MEN BY TIESE PRESENTS, That we / sior 7¥e oy Ao
P2 rcank Ressiorsy
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THE CONDITION of the above Oblization is such, that whereas a Marriage is
shortly intended to be had and solemnized between (he abave bound
2hi &
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Do AP elong, and PUF kit g

L

“Marriage bonds, licenses, etc., 1797-1900,” Norfolk, Virginia

Civil Marriage Register

* New England towns often recorded marriages before
other vital events

 Vital Records to 1850 (Tan Books)

* Example from City of
Cambridge, Mass., 1899
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Vermont Town Clerk’s Card

1/28/2022
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“Vermont: Births, Marriages and Deaths, 1700-2008,” American Ancestors

10

Church Marriage Register

* Example: Drouin collection, Quebec

“Quebec Vital and Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1967,” St. Henri, Ancestry.com

11

Church Marriage Register

Groom
and
parents
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Church Marriage Register

Bride
and

£ ooe
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parents

13
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Bible Marriage Record

* Homer Family Bible
— Josiah Homer and
Sarah C. Walker
— Ozema Caroline and
Friend Cook

|
. wo IAYGT T o

y
¢

S

Bible Records in the possession of Judy Cook, California

1/28/2022
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Finding the Maiden Name

Other Records

Where and When
Intentions
Evidence of marriage

3 Learn About the Husband
Woman's death

record worrmmmmmmmms LoCal History
Children's records | AN C14P

Census Migration Settlement patterns
Military Religion Families in the
Occupation neighborhood

Other

15
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Other Original Documents with a
Maiden Name

* Woman’s death record
— Parents named

¢ Children’s birth,
marriage and death
records
— Colonial records tend
not to give the woman’s
maiden name on a birth
record

1/28/2022

16

Woman'’s Death Record

* Pre-20th century, maiden
name not often captured
on a death record

* Death certificates in
20th century

1. Tndustry or business
12. Name Rev.Newton Hervey Bell
13. Birthplace Iowa

(City, town, or coumiz)  (Slate or fervign eouniry)
14. Majden name Emma Hall Curtls
15. Birthplace New
i IF o . ?.m " s
2§s y ) eds
25§ |16 @) Informant's own signature - “"‘j’

“Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1963,” Ancestry.com

OTHER FATHER
————

(4

fwaire pLamLy wil

17

Child Records That May Identify the
Mother’s Maiden Name

* Birth/baptism
(civil and church)

* Marriage
(civil and church)

* Death (civil)
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“Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1841-1910,” Town of Brookline, American Ancestors

18
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Case Study - Using Children’s
Death Records

* Good strategy if the children died in the latter part of
the 19th century or later

* Gustave and Frances (MNU) Dorsey
— Martha Jane 1846-1912
— Leonard Prindowell 1848-1921
— Charles Allen 1854-1941
— Francis E. 1856-1874
— Alice P. 1858-1920
— Gustavus Young 1863-1900
— William 1867- Bef 1880

19

Sort Death Years

1874 California

1880 Nevada

Gustavus Young 1900 Nevada

Martha Jane 1912 California

Martha Jane 1912 Nevada
1920 Nevada

Leonard Prindowell 1921 California

Charles Allen 1941 California

20

Online Vital Records

California Nevada

* California, County Birth ¢ Nevada County birth
and Death Records, and death records :
1800-1994 (ES) COLLECTION

RECORD, 1871-1992

(ES)

* California, U.S., Death
Index, 1940-1997

(Ancestry) ¢ Nevada, U.S., Death
/ Certificates, 1911-1965

(Ancestry)

21
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Results

o i
Year

1874 California No record

1880 Nevada No record

Gustavus Young 1900 Nevada No record

Martha Jane 1912 California Index only
m 1920 Nevada Online certificate

Le 1921 California Index only
Prindowell
Charles Allen 1941 California Index only

22

Alice P. Dorsey Pollack

“Nevada, Death Records, 1911-1965,” Ancestry.com

23

Less well-known sources for the

maiden name

* Census records * Land records

~ living with in-laws, Military pension files

elderly relative listed
as “mother-in-law” * Cemeteries
— brothers or sisters

living with couple Parent’s will

* Newspaper * County histories

T —— (use as a finding aid)

24
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1880 Census Rock Creek, Cowley, Kansas
25
Censuses That List Relationships
* Ancestry.com:
— U.S. Census 1880 -1940
— Canadian Censuses through 1921
— 1841-1911 English Censuses
* FamilySearch.org
— U.S. Census on FamilySearch.org
— English and Canadian Census through 1911/1921
26
Newspaper Marriage Notices
er O Allieran church. "N
W A QuIET home wedding was that of | i
Miss Jennie W. Stinson and Mr Fred L |
Homer, of Cleveland, last ursday. |
The ceremony was petformed by Rev. | ¢
C. B. Wakefield at the home of the | g4
oiide’s mouther, Mrx. Sarah Stinson, M
South M.in street,  Only a few guests | b,
wete present at the wedding. Mr.and | ¢
Mex, Homer left the same alternoon for
their new home in Cleveland, followed
by the best of good wishes of many | A
.| inends,
Notices, Advance Argus (Greenville, Mercer, PA)
PRCY November 21, 1895, page 8; viewed at Newspapers.com
27
9
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Newspaper Death Notices

William H. and Anaie Colwell

Obituaries, Montgomery County Record
(Pennsylvania) March 2, 1987

1/28/2022

28

Deeds

* An excellent source for proving relationships
when VRs not available

/}/{ﬂ?{ W mm’.&y‘ﬁtw ru,om/f,%: .ph-uvf Laliee /ﬁa daascd!. m‘:& fes bosl il ‘,;/
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Frederick County, Maryland Land Deed, Filler to Filler 1796.

ol ol the el Piodpoo) Sty I'MW‘,MMZ"/&M“M%WM

29

Widow’s military pension

Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican War,
Civil War (Union), Indian Wars, Spanish-

American War

* Originals at National Archives e gt

Civil War ‘Widows’ Pensions, Pension of James Stinson, page 16,
viewed at Fold3.com: accessed 29 May 2020

30
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Tombstones

1/28/2022

31

Parent’s Will May Confirm
Maiden Name
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“Massachusetts, Wills and Probate Records, 1635-1991” will of Deborah Grosvenor
probated 10 Mar 1841; online images, Ancestry.com, citing Worcester County
Probate Records, Vol 84-85, 1839-1844; Image 285.

32

Social Security Application

= . £}

Birth Place: i
[Dedham, Massachusetts]

Father Name:  Antoine Chamberlain
Mother Name:  Caroline Francoeur

Death Date: 31 Jan 1999

33
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Diaries and Letters

z 7
wd i i manr o dle i, Bt

* Often part of
manuscript collections

* Check local libraries
and historical societies

O Large Collection E.R. Cogswell, Facts etc. concerning the
Cogswell family, 1859, NEHGS, Mss 405
at NEHGS gswellfomiy

34

QUESTIONS?

Finding Aids
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Finding Aids

* New England Marriages
Prior to 1700 by
Clarence Almon Torrey

PRESCOTT, Jonathan (1643/67~1721) & 3/wf Rebeoca (VHEELER) BULKELEY (1645-1717, 1718), w
Peter; 18 Dec 1689; Concord {Stevens-Miller 60; Blake-Glidden 204; Wamer-HHarrington 525; Prescott 42,
Fallass 130; Uplon (1893) 16%; Wheeker 573, R. Wheeler 7, Bulkeley 129, DePew 167, White Fam. Quar. 3:107, Gen.
Adv. 1:122; Sibley’s Harv. Grad. 2:171}

1/28/2022

37

Published Indexes

. E£7 American Ancestors ‘el e e | 1o | 8
R1e1'§1§ter Database Search B

The Journal of Name. ot seach ) Soundex m

Saved Searches

EAR RANGE FIELDS SEARCH PUBLICATION YEARS.

e e ony ke

erican. estol

38

Finding Aids

¢ Periodical Source Index (PERSI)

findmypast: # | duromiyiree~ Qseoch- | Fros Rocords | My records log Holp~

PERiodical Source Index 7\

A rieh, exclusive collection
of the world's best family
history periodicals

search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/periodical-source-index

who Where Whatelse? E

39
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County Histories

* “Mug Books” or “Brag Books”
— A much-maligned, but potentially very useful
source

1/28/2022

* Check
— Hathitrust.org
— Archive.org
— Books.Google.com

40

BITORY oF NERCER COT¥TY,

HISTORY

MERCER COUNTY,

PENNSYLVANIA.

= 5
e Hanenplog erecod

Taz Hommzr Faminy.—Jacob Hommer, a native of Germany, and a Revo-
lutionary soldier, was one of the early settlers of West Salem Township, He
grew up in Maryland, and was twice married. _Flis first wife was Mary Siler,
who bore him three sons and four daughters: John, Joseph, Jacob, Polly,
TLena, Susan and Flizabeth. The mother died in Maryland, and he married
Mrs. Hannah (Booth) Schaffer, and with two sons, John and Jacob, and his
four daughters, by his first marriage, immigrated to Mercer County in 1809
(Joseph remaining in Maryland), where he purchased and settled on a tract of
land partly lying within the present limits of Greenville. Two daughters,
Hannah and Rachel, were born of his second marriage. His cabin stood on
the west side, where Samuel West now lives. The parents both spent the
balance of theirlives on this farm, upon which they were interred. John, the
eldest son, married Catharine Harsh, in Maryland, and after coming to Mercer
located at the Big Bend, in Delaware Township, where his father purchased
him 100 acres. He died there, and his sons still live on the old homestead.

e B 2 £ IR S

County Histories

£
e din

o e percansnd
14

41

Naming Patterns

* Some families preserve the wife’s maiden name as
the child’s middle name.
— Margaret Lawthers Higgins
(mother’s maiden name)
— Edward Grosvenor Plowman
(maternal 2nd great grandmother)

— Peter Carrington Lawthers
(mother’s great-grandmother)

42
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Finding the Maiden Name
Where and When Other Records
Intentions Woman's death Learn About the Husband
Evidence of record FAN Club Local History
marriage Children’s records Migration Settlement
Census Religion patterns
Military Occupation Families in the
Other Sources neighborhood
43
Learn About the Husband
* FAN Club - Family, Associates and Neighbors
* Migration pattern of family
* Religion/Church
* Occupation
44
Aaron Huffman’s wife, Martha
* FAN Club principle B
* Aarons’ father was Elijah -
Huffman k
* Elijjah purchased land in 2+ |
Indiana next to John B. ‘ e
Farrell i
* Research on John Farrell's —
family shows the Huffman | %
and Farrell families lived -
in the same Kentucky
County
45
15
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Clergyman’s wife, Emma

* Newton Hervey Bell was born in Kossuth, Iowa

* He married Emma, MNU before 1870 (per census)

* Newton attended Amherst College, graduating in
1866, then attended Princeton Theological
Seminary and Bangor Theological Seminary

Newrtos Herver Ber, son of Peter B. and Harriet (Hous-
ton) Bell, was born in Kossuth, Ia., Apr. 22, 1841; fitted for
college at Yellow Springs Coll., Ia., and at Denmark Academy, Ia.
Princeton T. S., "66—'67 ; Bangor T. 8 ordained at Staf-
ford Springs, Ct., Aug. 5, 1868, and p. p-» Winches-
ter, Ind., '70—'71; a. p., Owatonna, Minn. 73 in employ of
A. B. C. F. M., Mardin, Turkey, '74—'76 ; . s., Schroon Lake, N.
Y., '77; 5. 5., Arcade, N.Y., *77—'80; p., First Presbyterian
church, Nunda, N. Y., since . Married, Aug. 11, 1868, Emma

s % s Five children.

P. O. address, Nunda, N. Y.

46

QUESTIONS?

Finding the Maiden Name

rempewrwaman Other Records

Intentions

Learn About the Husband
Local History

Woman'’s death

Evidence of marriage | record

FAN Club

Children’s records

Census Migration Settlement patterns
Military Religion Families in the
other Occupation neighborhood

48

16
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Educate Yourself

» About early settlers

* About migrations in and out

* About boundary and name changes

* Families in the area by time period

49

Ann Grosvenor of
Pomfret, Conn.

Here I.-ym y= Body of M Ann Grosvenor the widow of Mr Ebenezer Gros-
venor she died July 30 1743 in ye 56t Year of her Age

* Born about 1687
* Married about 1707 based on birth of first child,

but no marriage record
* Births of children listed as “d” or “s” of Ebenezer

and Ann

* Ebenezer Grosvenor of Roxbury, came to Pomfret in

1700 with his mother, Esther (or Hester)

50

Early Settlement

* Land in Pomfret was Wi
indham
purchased in 1686 by 12 men  County
from Roxbury, Massachusetts,

but not settled until 1699

* Woodstock, just north of
Pomfret, was purchased by 39

men from Roxbury at the
same time and settled
immediately (1686)

51
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Births of Ann’s in Roxbury
(1685-1689)
* Ann Baker, d. Robert and Mary, 8 June 1685
* Ann White, d. Benjamin, 4 July 1685
* Anna Lyon, d. Thomas and Abigail, 28 April 1689
* Anne Massey, d. John and Sarah, 11 October 1687
52
Settlers of Woodstock (with ages)
*  Aspinwall, Peter (22) *  Griggs, Benjamin (19)
*  Bacon, Joseph (20) . Grllggs, Ge%rge (25)
* Bacon, Thomas (28) . gﬁiﬁf—: J&ﬁa}gﬁ)el (39)
+  Bowen, Henry (53) « Leavens, John (46)
* Bowen, John (24) * Lyon, Thomas (38)
*  Bugbee, John (21) o iyon, wéﬂéam ]Sr((;‘S))
* Bugbee, Joseph (46) o RS TR
- Butcher, John (23) . ﬁ:;fg’a{f‘}“,ﬂl(é?)
*  Chandler, John (51) *  Morris, Ebenezer (22)
* Chandler, John Jr. (21) *  Morris, Edward (56)
+ Corbin, James (21) o B
*  Craft, Samuel (49) o Peake: Joseph (41)
+ Davis, Jonathan (21) +  Sabin, Benjamin (40)
*  Davis, Matthew (22) . ganglfr, Natlllxag (34) w3
*  Frizzel, John (22) : G I 1, SEET
+ Garey, Nathaniel (23) Watkins, Andrew (20)
53
Births of Ann’s in Roxbury Matched
to Settlers
* Anna Lyon, d. Thomas and Abigail, 28 April 1689
* Anne Massey, d. John and Sarah, 11 October 1687
+» Next steps, probate of fathers?
54
18
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Consider Boundary Changes

* Familiarize with the geography and county
boundaries of a state; this dictates where to look

for records

* Map of US
— https://www.mapofus.org/

* Newbury Atlas of Historical County Boundaries

— https://digital.newberry.org/ahcb/

* Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research,
6th Edition

1/28/2022

55

1790

North Carolina cedes wester region,
organized as Tertory South of the Ohio River.

f Indin Lands

1803

Dickson o Montgomery. Rebertson
Stewast Hom Morigomery.

Ruthertord from Davdsc.

Ararson, Fosns gamad om nomeouty sies
Indian Lands) date?)

www.mapofus.org

.
Record Dates - Two Counties
* Check Family Search Research Wiki for County
specific dates (www.familysearch.org)
Country | [Births [ Marriages _|Deaths |
Davidson, g jiegt 1881 1789 1881
Tennessee
Statewide registration 1914 1914 1914
General Compliance 1927 1927 1927
Berkshire, Earliest At town At town At town
Massachusetts creation creation creation
Statewide registration 1841 1841 1841
General Compliance Unknown Unknown Unknown

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Genealogist’s Handbook for New

1/28/2022

England Research, 6th Ed. - Town Pages

Hadley 1661 Hampshire Settled 1659, Formerly called “the now
plantaton near Northhampton.”
Alases. Hoskanum. Nonvottuck.
Daughter Towns. Amherst. Hated. Northampon.

Haifar 1734 Phmouts  Bridgewater, Settd 1670
Middioborough, .
Pembroke, Plympton Daughter Town: East Bridgavater
Hamifon 1793 Essex  lpswich Setted 1638. Formed from partf pswich caled
povich Harmiet

Hampden 1878 Hampc
Hancock 1776  Berkehire

Setted 1741,
i Settid 1767.Orgially Jercho Plantation
Daughter Town: Now Ashford
Hanover 1727 Pymoutn  Abington, ‘Settd 1645
Setuate

58

Finding the Neighbors

o Census w WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

¢ Counties Histories

59

In conclusion...

* Remember - your ancestress had a life and a name
prior to her marriage

* When she married, her family didn’t “go away” —
they probably lived in the area

* Search all existing records that might reveal the
wife’s maiden name

60
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

THANKYOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

New ENGLAND HisTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

AmericanAncestors.org
Copyright © 2022
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